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BUGLE 
Square and Round Dancers of South Western Ontario Inc. 

  

   

 WEBSITE: www.swosda.ca    E-MAIL: bugle@swosda.ca 

  

 

October 2025 

Volume 64  Number 2 

President's Message 

 
 

What a great time of the year for SWOSDA, jumping into the 2025-26 Square, Round, and Line Dance season. 
 

From open dance nights, inviting and welcoming new people of all ages to dance, from beginner dance 

teaches, dance refresher nights for all levels, and experienced club night dancing, it is an exciting new season. 
 

Our SWOSDA Executive and dance callers, cuers, and leaders are working and planning, set to provide 

quality dance programming for the entire dance season. 
 

We celebrate our membership’s enthusiasm in recruitment and promotion of modern squares, rounds, and line 

dance, too.  
 

It cannot be said enough, we recognize and appreciate all the volunteers and supporters of SWOSDA clubs 

and events. And we look forward to seeing everyone at the SWOSDA dances (the fourth Saturday’s of 

October, November, and January to April) and round dance specials (the fourth Saturday of September and 

May).  
 

These are the events where members can dance to other leaders in the Association and meet the broader 

membership of SWOSDA. It is fun, engaging, and social. And it is good exercise for the body, mind, and soul.  

We look forward to seeing you on the dance floor at our first SWOSDA dance of the season on October 25, 

2025, 1:00 – 5:00 p.m., hosted by the welcoming members of Flesherton Denim ‘n Lace in Flesherton, ON.  
 

Your Club Contact people will receive up-to-date information all season long from the SWOSDA Secretary. 

These notices will be shared with club members and/or club executives by the individual Club Contacts. But 

remember, another good way to keep on top of your dancing is to bookmark and follow swosda.ca through 

your home page browser.  
 

Do not forget to reach out to the Executive Committee if you have any questions or ideas to share. Thank you 

everyone. 
 

With kindest regards, 

Tom & Linda Charlton, SWOSDA President & Secretary 

 

http://www.swosda.ca/
mailto:bugle@swosda.ca
https://swosda.ca/


Page 2 of 16 

 

Saturday September 27, 2025 
 

Hosted by Jubilee Rounds 

 

The first dance of the 2025-26 dance season is now behind us.  If this was any indication, we should look 

forward to having a wonderful time right through till next May. 

 

A full circle crowded the Maranatha hall as everyone swirled and twirled to the music.  Jubilee Rounds were 

the host for the afternoon, and so Andrea Priest started the day with a wonderful and varied selection of 

dances.  Other cuers for the day included Ed Dolson, Dan Roy, and Bob Beck.  Ian Hulley was also scheduled 

but unfortunately, was under the weather, and unable to attend.  We wish Ian a speedy recovery.  Keep eating 

that chicken soup, Ian! 

 

The term small but mighty comes to mind as I think of Jubilee Rounds.  They might have limited numbers, but 

the goodies spread out on the snack table was anything but limited.  Wall to wall calories that everyone 

enjoyed.  Decision, decisions, …. 

 

Many thanks to Jubilee Rounds and it’s members for being such great hosts, and a wonderful afternoon! 
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Do you know someone who has been working away constantly for the good of 

dancing?   

 

Why not have them acknowledged! 
 

SWOSDA has the SWOSDA Recognition Award certificate.  Check out the Website to find out more about 

it and how to go about getting one presented. 

 

For anyone who goes above and beyond this criteria, the Ontario Federation has the Trillium Award 

available. 

 

Why not get that Special Person or Couple recognized for all their efforts.  Check the website for 

more information.                  https://swosda.ca/awards/ 

 
 

Summer Plus Teach 
 

Starting on May 8th and running for 10 weeks, the Plus Teach at Richards Memorial Church in London was a 

great success!  Two squares of newer dancers were joined by angels from Strathroy, London and Woodstock 

to learn the Plus program.   

 

In spite of holiday interruptions for many of the participants, all the new dancers were able to master some of 

the moves and be introduced to the others. A fun time was had by all dancers, and a lot of learning took place. 

The sessions culminated on July 10th  with a treat day.  Much appreciation was extended to Merv Reid for 

organizing a very worthwhile summer teach! 

 

 

https://swosda.ca/awards/
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SWOSDA 
Remember When… 

 

Looking Back – at 10-year intervals through October Bugles – by Dorothy Dahm 
 
Dan’s message that the Bugle deadline for all reports was getting close came at the perfect time.   

The week had not started well. (My microwave gave up the ghost, one of my hearing aids disappeared 

overnight, news arrived of a severe accident of a family friend and her son and a rainy day interfered with my 

fall plans for the garden and yard.) Dan had provided the perfect excuse for me to work on this Bugle report.  

It is great therapy.  I enjoy reading those back issues and recalling the memories of the good times and good 

friends we made while dancing. My goal is to submit my report before October arrives. Locating the issues I 

needed ran fairly quickly because earlier in the summer I had tidied up those shelves and labelled them so they 

could be located more easily when needed. 

 

2015 – Presidents Heather & Mark Ackersviller were congratulating Tri-County Squares (our home club) on 

our 10th Anniversary and how we had certainly made a mark for ourselves for SWOSDA and the community. 

They were coming to make a presentation to the club and a commemorative certificate recognizing our first 

milestone as a club. 

 

Jubilee Rounds hosted Sept. SWOSDA Round Dance Party in St. Jacobs with sunshine and 48 smiling round 

dancers guided by host cuer Andrea Priest and volunteers Dan Roy, Stan McKeen and Maria Harrison.  What 

a way to start the new season! 

 

In my article, called at the time Remember When, I had chosen to list the national conventions, time, 

location.  In his feature article, Dan Roy recalled meeting Mae Greenhough (2nd from the right in photo)  at the 

2006 Convention in Montreal. She and her 

husband Lloyd had been the chair couple at 

the first convention in Edmonton in 1978. 

Nick and I had also met this feisty lady, 87 

still going strong in Montreal.  Following 

the death of her husband, she was escorted 

by her son and his wife. At the 2008 

convention she was one of the over 15 

Society members who had attended all 

previous Canadian Conventions and were 

presented with Perfect Attendance 

Certificates and Long Service Award Pins. Partway through the 2008 convention she was signing up for the 

2010 convention.  Dan reported he heard her son say, “Mom, you might not even be here anymore.” She 

looked him straight in the eye and said, “If I don’t plan for it, I sure won’t. “  Have you signed up for the next 

convention? I only wish I could! 

 

2005 – Presidents Stan & Carol Down reported that the weather really co-operated with the summer dances 

and demos that were outside and the campers were still enjoying beautiful weather. Ted and Sarah Stover had 

received their Trillium Award at the Swing N Wheels Campout and Dance in Forest. 
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Tri-County Squares had at least 44 new dancers on their first beginner’s night with at least 8 more committed 

to being there for the second session. Many of the clubs or dancers had been donating to the victims of 

Hurricane Katrina.  

The September Round Dance Party was hosted in Clinton by Kincardine Sunset Rounds and included a Jive 

Clinic in the afternoon. Denny and Judy Howllet and Shiloh Buckles and Bows were preparing for the October 

SWOSDA Dance at Lambton Centennial in Petrolia; thirty-five years prior the club started in the Howlett 

basement, but they outgrew that space and moved to the new Lambton Centennial school.  The club later 

changed to the advanced level, but continued their June Campout and the Christmas dinner at Plus level. 

 

1995 -Presidents Edward and Lois Wise reported that the Callers Clinic sponsored a special weekend on Sept. 

22-23 with guest caller, John Kaltenthaler , from Pocono Pines, Pennsylvania.  Dances Friday night in 

Cambridge (10 squares) and Saturday night in St. Thomas (about 14 squares) provided the dancers with very 

nice fun level dancing. A clinic for the callers on Saturday afternoon provided many varied ideas to enhance 

their own style and techniques. 

 

Dancers were encouraged to Come to Dance in Alberta, Convention ’96, to be “Alberta Bound” for the 10th 

Canadian National, at “The place the National Started.” 

 

Unexpected visitors stole some of my scheduled writing time and space. I had told Dan I would have my 

article in before October arrived. It didn’t happen.   

 

If you have questions anytime about square dancing as reported by the Bugle, drop me a line or two at 

familypatchwork.dd@gmail.com. I’ll be glad to share what I can find.   

 

Dorothy Dahm 

 

  

www.facebook.com/swosda 

 

 
 

Teacher:     Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on talking 

                   when people are no longer interested? 

Harold:      A teacher.  

 

 

mailto:familypatchwork.dd@gmail.com
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SWOSDA is a member run organization! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hosted by - Denim n' Lace 
Location - Flesherton Kinplex 

102 Highland Drive, Flesherton, ON - N0C 1E0 

  

 

Square & Round Dancers Of South Western Ontario 

SWOSDA 

M o n t h l y  Da n c e in  F l esh er t o n  
Oct o ber  2 5 , 2 0 2 5  

  Afternoon Dance ONLY ~ 1:00 – 5:00 ~ $8.00 per dancer  r  

 

For further information or program details 

Please visit: www.swosda.ca 

Or Contact: 

Hosts: Shirley and Mel Chamberland  

Email:  mechamberlain@bmts.com  

Phone: 519-986-3271 

or 

SWOSDA Contact 

Jeff & Andrea Priest 

jeff@jeffreypriest.com 
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CLUB NEWS 
Send Club News to bugle@swosda.ca 

  

Centennial Beavers - London 
Fall is here and square dance season has arrived.  We are dancing at the East Lions Community Centre again 

this year.  We have had a new square of people sign up for this season.  They are happy, eager to learn and 

very nice people, which is the criteria for a great square dancer.  

 

This month CB celebrated their 58th year.  Cliff Beaver, the 

original caller would be so proud that the club he started 58 years 

ago (in his basement) is still strong and moving forward.  We 

celebrated with cake, like we always do.  One thing about this 

group is that they are happiest dancing and grazing the food table. 

 

We are all looking forward to an exciting season.   

 

Welcome back to our regulars who continue to come for the 

laughs, the dance and the friends they’ve made!  Our goodnight 

circle is getting larger! 

 
Clinton Wheel 'N' Dealers 
Location Clinton Public School Perceval Street Clinton 

Wednesday nights 7:15-9:15pm 

President Couple Ian and Debbie Hulley (226-222-7972) 

Callers Tom and Linda Charlton (519-765-4620) 

Neva and Duncan McVittie (519-797-5623) 

Donna Fielder (519-955-0850) 
 

Please Lug a Mug 
 

Weekly dancing begins on Wednesday, October 1st, 2025. 

This year from 7:15 - 9:15pm at the Clinton Public School with Neva and Duncan McVittie.  

 

Group A will help with setting up before the dance and taking down after. Group B are asked to be on 

refreshments. This will be for the month of October. We thank everyone for their assistance to make our club 

night’s successful.  

 

There will be a “Bring a friend” night on October 8th. This is always a night of great fun with friends and 

family. Let your friends and neighbours know that this is a chance to see how much fun we have at Clinton 

Wheel n Dealers every Wednesday night. 

 

The club would like to extend a happy 80th birthday to Marris Bos. 

 

We will wear orange and black for our Halloween theme on October 29th.  

Group B is asked to bring Halloween themed lunch. 

 

Reminder that we dance in a peanut and fragrance free facility.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Ian and Debbie Hulley 

Bugle Correspondents. 

mailto:bugle@swosda.ca
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Country Square – Rostock 
Our group has started back again for another year of dancing and fellowship. 

This year we tried something a little different to try and attract new dancers. 

We made up posters and put them up at different locations in the 

community. We even took advantage of an electronic sign in the town of 

Mitchell! So if you happen to drive through town check it out! 

 

A reminder to all.. Rostock County Squares of hosting Swosda in November 

22, 2025. Remember to mark your calendar for a fun afternoon of dancing, 

fellowship and snacks! See you then…. 

 
Denim'N Lace - Flesherton 
September had a new season 

starting at our New earlier 

time of 6:30pm on 

Wednesday nights. The first 

30 minutes we have been 

reviewing plus calls for 

anyone wanting a brush up. 3 

to 4 square have been 

enjoying the calling of Jim 

Lee. 

  

We started the season with a 

burger night cooked by Faye 

and Ab Boogerman. Our club 

will be hosting the first 

SWOSDA event on October 25. 

 

We are pleased to see such a good turnout of dancers for the new season. The first themed will be a harvest 

dance. 

 
Guys n’ Dolls Square Dance Club – Kitchener 
Our club enjoyed a good turnout for the first two nights of the fall season, welcoming many first timers to the 

activity.  The enthusiasm was evident in the smiles all night long, as each learned moves so quickly. I think 

most were surprised at the ease with which they coped with so much information coming at them. They 

learned a lot! 

It was wonderful to get back to regular dancing, every two weeks on Friday. We dance at 121 Westmount Rd 

E. at Forest Hill United Church. 

http://www.fleshertondenimandlace.ca/
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We're happy to have square dance calls by Dan Weatherby, while we are blessed that Dan also cues round 

dance during the evening as well. 

 

All are welcome to arrive at  7pm when beginners learn and seasoned dancers review. Mainstream starts at 

8pm. 

  

Guys N' Dolls offers basic, mainstream, plus and rounds during the evening. All dancers are warmly welcome 

to join us for a fun evening of great exercise and camaraderie. Refreshments at 10pm. 

 

Don't worry if you think it's too late to come out. Guys N' Dolls accepts new arrivals anytime, so if you know 

of anyone who has shown interest, but couldn't schedule us to date, bring them out. Dan has agreed to work 

with new dancers during the first hour, even if they have never danced before, or missed the first few nights. 

Our long time members are always ready to help by dancing with new friends, so don't be shy! 

 

Our next dance is October 3rd.  See you on the dance floor! 

 

Dot Mitchell (Bugle Gal) 

 
Jubilee Rounds – Virtual Dancing 

Greetings from Jubilee Rounds on Zoom 
 

Well, we are back to our regular program, nice to see everyone again after the summer break.  

 

We co-hosted the September SWOSDA Round Dance party with ShadowLight Rounds.  What a great dance!! 

The attendance was good, the enthusiasm and social ability were great and the cueing and dancing were 

excellent!  Oh… and did I mention the food – WOW what a feast! It was superb…  

 

We were very pleased to have Bob Beck, Ed Dolson & Dan Roy join Andrea on the program.  We missed Ian 

Hulley who was under the weather and not able to attend.  Hope you are feeling better soon Ian      

  

Our Welcome Back Dance on Saturday September 13 was a really good dance.   We had a full floor and 

Andrea did a wonderful relaxing program to get everyone back into the swing and sway of dancing after 

having the summer off.   Unfortunately, the camera man wasn’t on the ball and didn’t get any pictures this 

time but he will have some next month of The Fall Flirt on October 4th. 

Zoom Program this fall is Phase 2/3 with the occasional 4. The time-frame is the same as the last few years: 

Thursday evenings 7:00pm – 8:00pm.  If you wish to join us, please click HERE to sign up or simply visit our 

website:  www.shadowlightdance.com and sign up from there.  Flyer 

 

We have a number of dance events planned for this fall! Here are a few… 
 

Saturday October 4th  

We are hosting the 3rd Annual “Fall Flirt” Phase 3/4 Round Dance Special in Cambridge. 

Flyer – Registration 

https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/weekly-dance-programs/
http://www.shadowlightdance.com/
https://shadowlightdance.com/wp-content/uploads/2024-Jubilee-Rounds-Virtual-Dancing.pdf
https://shadowlightdance.com/wp-content/uploads/2025-10-04-The-Fall-Flirt.pdf
https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/round-dance-special-october/
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Sunday November 9th  

We are hosting “Falling Leaves” – phase 2/3/4 round dance special with Andrea and Dan Roy 

Flyer ~ Registration 

 

This season “ShadowLight Rounds” will be teaching and dancing Phase 2 & 3 on Thursday MORNINGS 

starting September 11th. If you, or people you know, are interested in learning Round Dancing, this session is 

for you!! No experience necessary!  If you wish to join us, please register on our website or feel free to contact 

us.  Flyer – Registration 

 

We look forward to seeing you on Zoom or in person!!! 

For info:  Andrea or Jeff at: 1.519.752.2172 or jeff@jeffreypriest.com 

Printable flyers are on our website:  www.jeffreypriest.com 

Jeff Priest ☺  

 
Rhythm Rounds - London 
We were so pleased that Lambeth school changed their “Meet The Teacher Night” to Thursdays this year.  It 

was a nightmare previously when we would find out when we arrived and there was no more parking spaces 

left. But now we don’t have to worry because the board changed their MTTN to Thursdays.    

 

Our new season started with review of dances learned last year.  Everyone was happy to be there.  A few of 

our dancers have been dancing virtually, with Mary Hinkle,  on Wednesdays over the summer. 

 

Who in fact came to our SWOSDA round dance party in September at  Maranantha church in Woodstock, 

along with Bob & Betty and George & Jean Prow. So very nice to see everyone enjoying their rounds.   

 

Rhythm rounds will be hosting the next round dance.  So keep May 23rd open on your calendar.   

 

Please feel free to attend any of our “Special” nights including our Halloween Dance, October 

29th  ( costumes not mandatory) and our Christmas Dance on December 10th. 

 

We invite all round dancers past and present to join us!  Happy Fall !!! 
🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁 🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁 🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁🍂🍁 

 
Royal City Squares - Guelph 
Welcome Back to our first 

month of dancing.   At our 

Open House on Sept 17, we 

only had 2 squares 

therefore it was not as 

successful as we were 

hoping.  We did however  

have a few new faces .   

 

To our surprise, the 

following week, 3 new 

couples signed up for our Basic class.   We are running classes on  Wednesdays from 7 pm to 8:15 for Basic 

teach and 8:15 to 9:15 for MS teach   

IT’S NOT TO LATE TO JOIN OUR CLASS 

 

Don’t forget Tuesday evening PLUS from 6:45 to 8:15 and A1 teach from 8:15 to 9:15  

 

We dance at Paisley Rd Public School, 406 Paisley Rd Guelph - At the back  

https://shadowlightdance.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8bd651f55dbb8346d386949c7&id=b4e6bf09b0&e=bffbfc607b
https://shadowlightdance.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8bd651f55dbb8346d386949c7&id=74f41fd72e&e=bffbfc607b
https://shadowlightdance.com/wp-content/uploads/2025-09-ShadowLight-Teach.pdf
https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/shadowlight-rounds-weekly/
mailto:jeff@jeffreypriest.com
http://www.jeffreypriest.com/
http://www3.sympatico.ca/jerry.callen/
http://www.swosda.ca/RhythmRounds.htm
https://royalcitysquares.wordpress.com/
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Coming up:  Important date - Joint T& D dance November 1 at Duffs Presbyterian Church, just off the 401 at 

Brock Rd.   Mainstream, Plus & Rounds 2:00 until 5:00.  Hope to see you there. 

Yvonne 

 
ShadowLight Dance Club - SW Ontario 
Greetings!   All our clubs are back dancing once again!  It’s nice to see everyone after the summer break! 

 

Last Saturday we co-hosted the September SWOSDA with Jubilee Rounds and had a really excellent 

afternoon.  The attendance was good, the chatter through the breaks indicated the social was good and 

certainly the food was REALLY good (thanks to our members for their contributions) AND of course the 

cueing and dancing were outstanding.  What an excellent afternoon it was!  

 After taking the summer off from regular calling, it’s so nice that all our dance clubs are back in the 

“swing” of things! 

 

Squares 

Daytime A-2 in Cambridge: Wednesday Afternoons. Registration required. Visit our website to register. 

Flyer – Registration 

Rounds: 

“ShadowLight Rounds” Phase 2 & 3 Dancing with Teaches on Thursday MORNINGS!  

If you, or people you know, are interested in Round Dancing, and would like to join us, please register.  

Feel free to contact us for more info.  Flyer – Registration 

 

In addition to our own clubs, we also call for:  

Royal City Squares: Basic & Mainstream – Wednesday Evenings ~ Paisley Rd School, Guelph. 

Royal City Squares: PLUS with A-1 Teach Tuesday Evenings ~ Paisley Rd School. Flyer 

For further info contact: p.t.knierim@gmail.com ~ or call/text Theresa Knierim at 519-830-9383 

 
 

Upcoming events! 

 

We have a number of dance events planned for this fall! Here are a few… 
Saturday October 4th  

We are hosting the 3rd Annual “Fall Flirt” Phase 3/4 Round Dance Special in Cambridge. 

Flyer – Registration 

 

Sunday November 9th  

We are hosting “Falling Leaves” – Phase 2/3/4 Round Dance Special with Andrea and Dan Roy. 

Flyer ~ Registration 

 

ShadowLight Enterprises is involved in introducing Square and Round dancing to various new groups all 

through the year.  Keep us in mind if you know of a group that might be interested in a “Square Dance Party” 

or a group that may be interested in a Rumba or Cha-Cha afternoon clinic.   We do many private parties for 

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Weddings, Pre-wedding parties, as well as “just because parties” 

 

See you on the Dance Floor … Happy Dancing and More – Much More! 

http://www.shadowlightdance.com/
https://shadowlightdance.com/wp-content/uploads/2025-26_Advanced-Dancing-Cambridge.pdf
https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/in-person-advanced-dances/
https://shadowlightdance.com/wp-content/uploads/2025-09-ShadowLight-Teach.pdf
https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/shadowlight-rounds-weekly/
https://shadowlightdance.com/wp-content/uploads/2025-Plus-A1-flyer.pdf
mailto:p.t.knierim@gmail.com
https://shadowlightdance.com/wp-content/uploads/2025-10-04-The-Fall-Flirt.pdf
https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/round-dance-special-october/
https://shadowlightdance.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8bd651f55dbb8346d386949c7&id=b4e6bf09b0&e=bffbfc607b
https://shadowlightdance.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8bd651f55dbb8346d386949c7&id=74f41fd72e&e=bffbfc607b
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Andrea & Jeff Priest 

ShadowLight Dance Club 

Check out our website for flyers and have a look at our calendar page - www.shadowlightdance.com 

 
Silver Streaks - Woodstock 
Our first dance of the new season was recently held with three squares enjoying calls from Tom Charlton.  We 

all got a very good workout. 

 

Tom K graciously did the announcements and we had a good laugh at Jo’s joke.  

 

Everyone pitched in to put the hall back in short order, thank you.  

 

October dances will be Thursdays, 9th and 25th at 7:30 p.m. College Avenue Church, Woodstock.  

Plus dancers welcome. 

 

 the Merkleys 

 
Sound Steppers - Owen Sound 
Hello fellow dancers and Friends.  Welcome back to this new season of dancing.  

 

Our club has had a great turnout every week with a lot of our new dancers returning.  We have had many 

visitors come from Flesherton Denim and Lace club. 

 

Our first specialty Dance of the season is our Halloween dance on Thursday 

October 30th from 7:00 till 9:00 p.m. doors open at 6:30 p.m. so come join us in 

your favorite spooky costume and have some fun with our club. 

 

For pictures, videos and updates of coming events for our club check out our 

Facebook page.     www.facebook/owensoundsteppers.ca. 

  

Take care of each other and always be kind to one another. Keep on dancing!!  

It's good for your mind, body and soul. 

 

A journey with dancing friends is measured in smiles.... not miles. 

 

Bugle Rep  

Linda Wedow  

 
Strathroy Swinging Duos  
We welcomed six new members to our Club on September 16th and presented them with Club Badges.  Two 

additional new dancers will be welcomed after they return from a vacation in October. Our Introduction to 

http://www.shadowlightdance.com/
http://owensoundsteppers.ca/
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Modern Square Dancing program is attracting new dancers of all age ranges which contributes to our growth 

plans. The next program is scheduled to start in 2026. 
  

The Club offers Mainstream and Plus dancing. Our caller, Tom Charlton, has been fantastic by introducing 

Mainstream and Plus calls to all new dancers as well as acting as refreshers for other Club members.  In effect, 

the new dancers are now very adept in Mainstream while also learning a number of Plus calls, all in less than 

one year.   

 

Reflecting our Club’s community focus, a number of our dancers carried out a demonstration dance with Tom 

Charlton calling in September.  The event was held at the Talbot Manor Retirement Home in St. Thomas.  An 

excellent example of ‘bringing our dance activities to retirement home seniors’ who might not be able to 

enjoy square dancing otherwise. 

 Reflecting challenges that most clubs are facing, it is difficult to encourage members to consider a position on 

the Club’s Executive Committee.  In order to give others an opportunity to be involved, we have requested 

volunteers to sign up and handle the following activities throughout the year including:  greeters on dance 

evenings; story (joke) tellers; setting up our dance venue; lunches; and a couple of other responsibilities until 

April 2026.  The result has been fabulous and will give a break for the Presidents (Janneke Newitt and Wendy 

Thomson).  We are hopeful that others plan to get involved with the executive duties as time goes on as new 

ideas are always encouraged. 

Remember to smile at everyone you meet! 

 

Tom Kahnert, 

Swinging Duos Publicity. 

 
Thames Valley Dance Club – Woodstock 
Welcome to Fall!  The leaves are turning, and we have had some glorious sunny, warm days.  Many people 

say this is their favourite time of year.  How about you - is it yours? 

Our dance season started 

with a bang on Monday 

Sept 8th  with a whopping 

47 people in attendance – 

23 having never square 

danced before!!  We had 5 

squares on the floor!  Ed 

did a great job of teaching 

them all several new 

moves, and there were 
smiles and laughter all 

around that night. 
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Unfortunately, only 4 of those new people returned the second Monday night.  This was very disappointing for 

us, as everyone who attended that first night seemed to enjoy themselves.  Hopefully we can find out why 

people didn’t return, it might be useful information for next year. 

 

On Sept. 22, we had our “Sports” night.  Many different sports and teams were represented that evening!  

Those not “sporting” a jersey from some team or another, were dressed as square dancers – a very noble sport! 

 
Ed has also begun his round dance teach on Monday nights, starting at 6:15.  Several couples are taking part 

and learning the waltz.  Ed is a great and patient teacher, and so generous with his time.  We are so fortunate to 

have him leading our club! 

 

Coming up next month, we will take a night off for Thanksgiving.  We will also have our annual Hallowe’en 

Dance on Oct. 27th.   

 

If you want to join us some Monday night, you will find us at the Ingersoll Pipe Band Hall, 108 Wonham St. 

S. in Ingersoll.  Come and visit – you are always welcome! 

 

Lois Turvey 

Thames Valley Dance Club 

 
 The Towne Squares – Waterford 
The Town Squares dances at The Old Town Hall in Waterford, a grand old building which serves as a 

community gathering place – the town square. We have danced English  Country Dance, Square Dance,  

Round Dance, and although we do some Round Dance, Line Dance has become the most popular.  

 

In June at the end of our second year of line dance, we were at capacity for the size of the hall and it looks like 

all will be returning for a new year.  

 

To accommodate any new line dancers Saturday morning dance (10:30-12) will be starting this month. 

Saturday dance will take a backseat to any event the hall hosts on a Saturday so a visitor is advised to check 

ahead. 

 

Gail Mottashed  

Waterdown Village Squares – Waterdown 
Our 2025-2026 Square dance season began on Tuesday September 16, Basic, Mainstream and Plus levels.  We 

welcomed several new dancers at our OPEN HOUSE and are pleased that they came back the second night.   

We had several dancers that had taken a few years off from dancing return to weekly dancing at our Club. 
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Our new Class:  

Introduction to Round Dance with Bob and Betty Beck is  scheduled on Tuesdays at 5:45  – 6:45 pm. 

 

This Fall Session has a lot of fun programing for our dancing pleasure.  

October 7 we will hold our Fall Harvest Dance. 

October 28 we will have our Halloween Dance.   

(Suggested attire is orange and black or if you dare wear a Halloween Costume.  

Dancers are asked to bring some Halloween treats. A prize is awarded for the best costume. 

 

Waterdown Villages Squares invites SWOSDA dancers to join us for our Western Theme Dance  on 

Saturday November 15, 2025.  This is an afternoon dance 2:00 pm to 4:30 with the doors opening at 1:30 pm. 

Western attire is suggested. Delicious Ontario Fall Harvest treats provided. 

 

For information Email: waterdownvillagesquares.com 

Submitted by Susan Roat 

Publicity@waterdownvillagesquares.ca 

 
 

Canadian National Square & Round Dance Festival 2026 
 

24th National Festival, July 15 – 18, 2026 
 

Penticton Trade and Convention Centre 
 

273 Power street, Penticton, BC   V2A 7K9 
 

 

Earlier registrations make for better planning & programming 
 

NOTE: 
Some hotels are holding 2025 rates, but only to a certain date. 

https://festival2026.squaredance.bc.ca/
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