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President's Message 

 

 
'Keeping in Touch'  -  PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE  

 
Greetings Fellow Dancers:  

 

We are back!!  After 30 months of a government mandate which curtailed square dancing, along with other 

activities, many Clubs have started up or will be soon starting to encourage their members to come back to this 

great social activity.   

 

Along with your own Club dances noted on your calendar, please ‘circle’ the next ‘SWOSDA Regional 

Dance’ which will be an afternoon event on Saturday, October 22nd at the Maranatha Christian Reformed 

Church, in Woodstock.  As mentioned in our September Message, this is a nice central location to allow 

dancers to enjoy an afternoon dance. The Callers know that everyone will be a little ‘rusty’.   More Regional 

Dances are being planned.  So, check the ‘Events’ section of the SWOSDA.ca site for respective flyers.  Also, 

consider attending another Club’s dance when you can.  

 

Our SWOSDA Committee is also looking for other host locations for the New Year for our monthly regional 

dances.  Please reach out to anyone on the Executive if you wish to have your Club act as hosts. (Don’t worry, 

SWOSDA does most of the work!!). 

 

While we don’t have an update from our SWOSDA Clubs specifically, we anticipate that many will 

experience a slight decline in members as health issues have caught up to a number of dancers.  The COVID 

lockdowns didn’t help either, as they prevented many dancers from getting the usual dancing exercise at their 

Club dances. 

 

As noted previously, we attended the National Convention in Fredericton in July which was an absolute 

‘blast’.  I wore a Fitbit at the convention at which attendees could dance in the morning, afternoon and evening 
if they so desired.  I was totally amazed that we recorded over 23,000 steps in each of the first two days 

(without dancing in the morning).  On the final day, when we danced in all venues, including the final ‘East 

http://www.swosda.ca/
mailto:bugle@swosda.ca
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Coast Kitchen Party’ (to live music!) in the 

evening, we recorded over 33,000 steps!  Yes, 

the usual ‘slight soreness’ kicked in for a couple 

of days after the Convention, but every step was 

worth it! 

 

So, at a normal Club dance, many of us are 

probably recording between 3,500 to 5,000 steps 

in our estimation, which is very good exercise! 

 

October brings the first full month of Fall and, of 

course, Halloween at the end of the month.  We 

will be looking forward to seeing reviews from 

Club Correspondents highlighting any dances 

they may have had with Halloween themes. 

 

Though Summer is over, we all can enjoy the 

changing colours and freshness that Fall brings.  

Plan to take a stroll in a Conservation Area or park if you can over the next few weeks.  You will be glad you 

did! 

 

Stay in touch with your dance friends and enjoy the weather! 

 

Tom and Jo Kahnert, 

SWOSDA Presidents 

 
 

 

Saturday September 24, 2022 
 

Hosted by Jubilee Rounds 

 

First SWOSDA Dance of the Season 

A fun time was had by 27 dancers and cuers on Saturday, September 24 at the Maranatha Church in 

Woodstock.  The host cuer, Andrea Priest, of Jubilee Rounds, introduced the other cuers- Dan Roy, 

of Kincardine, Gail Mottashed of Town Squares, LaSalette and Ed Dolson of Harmony Rounds, 

Lambeth.   

 

The dancers very much appreciated the time freely given by the cuers at this dance.  Each cuer 

brought his/her own style of cueing to the dance, making for a very enjoyable afternoon in a lovely 

setting. 

 

The first dance of the season will hopefully be one of many held during this dancing year!  We’ll all 

look forward to the next SWOSDA square and round dance at the same location on Saturday, 

October 22.  This is scheduled to be an afternoon event. 

 

Merv and Janice Reid 

Past Presidents 



Page 3 of 20 

  

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THREE SONS 

 

Three sons left home, went out on their own and prospered. 

They discussed the gifts they were able to give their elderly mother. 

 

The first said: "I built a big house for our mother." 

The second said: "I sent her a Mercedes with a driver." 

The third said: "You remember how our mother enjoys reading the Bible. Now she can't see very well. So I 

sent her a remarkable parrot that recites the entire Bible. It took elders in the church 12 years to teach him. 

Mama just has to name the chapter and verse and the parrot recites it." 

 

Soon thereafter, their mother sent out her letters of thanks. 

 

"William," she said, "the house you built is so huge. I live only in one room, but I have to clean the whole 

house." 

 

"Arnold," she said, "I am too old to travel. I stay most of the time at home so I rarely use the Mercedes. And 

that driver is so rude! He's a pain!" 

 

"But David," she said, "the chicken was delicious!" 
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SWOSDA 
Remember When... 

 

Looking Back through the October Bugles -1972, 82, 92, 2002 – Dorothy Dahm, SWOSDA Historian 

 

1972- Presidents were Denny & Judy Howlett while Bugle Editors are Florence & Lloyd Clayton. The 

editors thanked their assistants from the previous month.  They really seem to know how to delegate.  Betty 

Beaver proofread, Cliff helped with running of the gestetner, Svend and Edna Bensen, Ruth Melling and 

Audrey Herbert took care of the assembling, stapling, and stamping the issue. Of course, they didn’t forget 

those who played a big part in sending in items of Interest for the Bugle.  

 

Tom & Addie Parmenter reported that the first SWOSDA dance of the 72 season was held at Woodstock 

with host caller Bruce Payne warming up the 12-14 squares with a workshop on “Loop and Pass”. Cecelia 

Lavigne “Strollin” and then guest caller Dick Bayer from Michigan got the fun going with “Barrel of Fun”. 

Cecelia & Gerry taught the round of the month, “Azure Waltz/, two of  the newer callers, Willard Bruner, and 

Mack Thompson, proved that the calling talent in our area was certainly on the increase with a tip each.  Bruce 

Payne and Mack Thompson carried the group through to supper break, by calling a tip together. 

 

For the evening Round Dance Session, Cecelia got all the round dance callers who were present to take part. – 

Betty Beaver, Denny Howlett, John Wilson, Tiny Henderson, and Bruce Payne all did their part for a full hour 

of rounds.  The guest caller took over the mike with nearly 50 squares on the floor. What a start to their 

season!  What a coincidence that the first SWOSDA dance of this season is in Woodstock! 

 

82 –“The fun, fellowship, and feeling of accomplishment that comes with working on an executive body, 

be it your club or SWOSDA is an experience that everyone should plan to do.” This quote taken from the 

Presidents remarks, so resonates with me as that EXACTLY was what we experienced at each level, whether 
club, SWOSDA or Federation. So check to see if your talents are needed on an executive committee.  You will 

not regret it. 
 

It happens in a flash but the memory lasts forever.  It cannot be begged, borrowed, or stolen, but is of 

no earthly use to anyone until it is given away.  So, if in your hurry you meet someone who is too weary 

to smile, leave one of yours, for no one needs a smile quite as much as he who has none to give!  It takes 

only seventeen muscles to smile and forty-three to frown.  Conserve Energy! 

 

Presidents Ed & Jean Christian also reported that they had five great days at the International Plowing 

Match in Lucan couples from as far away as Belleville, Ottawa and Montreal asking about Square Dancing. A 

lot of free passes to beginner classes were handed out. They all thanked callers George Raymer, Glenn 

Paterson, Egbert Jacobs, Les Greenwood, and Mack Thompson, and all those who came out to dance. 

Editors Mervyn & Judy Campbell reported thirty-eight clubs were registered for the season and the first 

SWOSDA dance of the season was at Dresden. 

 

92- Rhyme Time by Nancy Lee submitted to Clancy Mueller 

A shy, ugly, old witch, believe it if you can, zoomed in on her broomstick that happened to land  

In front of a square dance, yes, on Halloween, she looked in the window at the happy scene. 
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The clothes, even stranger than those she wore, everyone was smiling out there on the floor. 

The music was lively, it was all such fun, so she watched and she wished ‘til the tip was done. 

Then someone coming out saw her standing there They invited her in, she sat on a chair. 

We need another to complete our square.  We will find you a partner, now you wait right there. 

And that’s how it happened that she joined the square, she gave up her witching to go dancing there 

Life is much different than it was before, as it is for us all, once we hit the floor. 

 

Presidents Jim & Lerine Gillespie  encouraged more dancers to attend the monthly dances like the first one of 

the season at Hanover. 

 

02 Presidents Ed & Nancy Dolson reported on the great September Round Dance Party in Windsor and 

reminded dancers the October SWOSDA dance was coming up in Wiarton. Coincidentally it had been there in 

October 88 as well. 

 

Editors Lee & Sharon Cox  had inserted the following near the last page of the Bugle.  It’s almost the story of 

my life these days.  “The Men in My Life.  I have become a little older since I saw you last, and a few changes 

have come into my life.  Frankly, I have become a frivolous old gal.  I am seeing five gentlemen every day.  

As soon as I wake up. Will Power helps me get out of bed.  Then I go to see John, newt b comes along.  He 

takes a lot attention and when he leaves Art Ritis shows up and stays the rest of the day.  He does not like to 

stay in one place very long, so he takes me from joint to joint.  After such a busy day I am really tired and glad 

to go to bed with Ben Gay.  What a life!  Oh yes, I’m also flirting with Al  Zymer! 

 

Where was the following lady when I  was trying hard to recruit dancers to our club in Tillsonburg? 

The recreation director of a local retirement home called me last month asking if I could come to speak for 

half an hour about the FUN in square dancing.  It turned out that she was planning square dance them for the 

whole month of Sept.   She had arranged for someone to come in and teach them some dances.  She wondered 

if I knew where she could get some square dance clothing and talked about doing some displays.  I just 

happened that I still had some of those around and she filled up the back of the car with items to be used.  Too 

bad this didn’t happen a few years ago because I doubt many of them will want to drive far to get to a dance if 

they are even able to dance full time.  However I’m going to enjoy talking to them. At least two of our former 

dancers live there. I will be glad to see them.  I”ll never hesitate when I get a chance to share memories from 

square dancing. 

 

Suggestions of what you would like to hear about are always welcome.  

I hope to see many of you at Woodstock. I might even bring a few treasures to share.. 

  

Dorothy Dahm 

 patchwork.dd@gmail.com  

 

Startup and Advertising Grants 
 

Recognizing that clubs may take a little while to get back into full swing, 
SWOSDA has set aside funds to cover the combined cost of the hall rental 
and the caller’s fee for the clubs’ first dance back in 2022. The one-time 
grant will be available until December 31, 2022. To apply, clubs need 
simply email the SWOSDA Treasurer (Stephen Kilbridge) with the 
combined cost of caller fee and hall rental (no receipts required) for their 
first club dance and SWOSDA will put a cheque in the mail.  

There is also still money available for advertising, first come, first serve. 
Any club can request $100 from SWOSDA to cover advertising expenses 
(receipts required). 

Let’s get the ball rolling 

mailto:patchwork.dd@gmail.com
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FEATURE 
 

So, What Now? 
 

The effects of the coronavirus pertaining to and not limited to, square dancing, has been particularly 

detrimental to social groups whose memberships largely consist of those most vulnerable to viruses. 

 

It is known that over 60 million people worldwide have been infected by the Covid-19 virus and over 1.5 

million of those have died. How shocking, how devastating, and how destructive it has affected our social life 

and social programs. 

 

We have been living with several variants of the coronavirus for over two years and it has shown that it is still 

going strong in many areas around Canada and throughout the world. This pandemic has kept us from our 

dancing, from so many other social activities, and even isolated us from friends and family. 

 

So, it’s decision time. If this virus continues to mutate, which seems to be the case, do we throw in the towel? 

Do we just give up? Or do we learn to live with it, taking every precaution to protect ourselves and others, 

while still enjoying our friends and social life?  

 

It can feel strange and uncomfortable to re-organize one’s life around the risk of getting sick or even dying. It 

seems our choices are: 

a) Listen to the health care professionals and get on with your life taking the necessary precautions. 

Or, 

b) Stay home, isolated from the world waiting for the virus or it’s variants to go away. (Which may never 

happen.) 

 

In coping with covid, we must know and realize that everyone is facing the same existential stress. We all 

want to get this over with and to get on with our life as was pre-covid, but realistically, we must face the 

challenges that are currently presented us. 

 

I was inspired by our dance club’s recent opening night when I was witness to two squares of regular dancers 

and an additional 14 new dancers that chose to get on with life and have fun. Hearing the laughter and 

watching people interact with each other was awesome to hear and see. These are people that chose to stand up 

to adversity, taking every precaution to protect themselves and others by wearing masks, using hand sanitizer 

frequently and staying home if they had any symptoms. 

 

Ultimately, we must rise above Covid-19 and believe in our ability to succeed in the things we have a passion 

for. 

 

Barry Naude once said; “We will need to build constructive beliefs, behaviour patterns, thought 

patterns, habits, values and principles to override the destructive ones.” 
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Now that my fellow dancers, is positive thinking.  Let’s join in our struggle to maintain the members we have 

and to rebuild our clubs so that we can once again embrace and enjoy this, our social activity. 

 

Stay safe 

See you on the dance floor 

Austin Hayward (Thames Valley Dance Club) 

 
 

CLUB NEWS 
Send Club News to bugle@swosda.ca 

  

Centennial Beavers – London 
Oh, happy days! There is nothing nicer than starting off the year with  the hall full of new dancers.  We had 3 

squares of new people start up on our first night and 3 more couples came the second night. What a joyful, 

happy and fun bunch of newbies!   

 

The new facility is absolutely great for us.  Its nice and clean and parking is free.  I think it’s going to be a 

great new home for Centennial Beavers. 

  
As we begin our 56th year, we are fortunate to have new dancers to  keep us going.   We were shut down for 

September 30 due to Reconciliation Day and the Centre was closed.  Friday October 7 is our Pajama Party and 

the following week is our Fall Fling.  The new dancers think its crazy and funny and they are looking forward 

to it.   

 

We would be happy to see some of the "older Beavers" so this is an Invite to come out 

and dance with us even if it's been a while.  We are dancing Basic, so you don't have to 

remember too many steps.  We'd love to have you come back. 

 

We wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and hope that you and your family  are together on this 

special day.  We all have so much to be thankful for!   

 
Clinton Wheel 'N' Dealers 
Clinton Public School 27 Percival Street Clinton  

Presidents Fred and Deb Hakkers 519-525-8640 / 519-955-7277 

mailto:bugle@swosda.ca
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Caller Dave and Blanche Paulen 519-949-8336 

 

Good news everyone! We are back this month.  

Start date is Wednesday, October 19th at Clinton Public School from 

7:30pm to 9:30pm. Bring your own beverage or fill your water bottle at the school. We will not be having a 

lunch after regular dancing but at some theme nights and special dances we will have lunch. 

We encourage all dancers to wear orange and black for Halloween themed night October 26th.  

 

• Pumpkinfest will be a slightly modified version held Wednesday, November 2 at the 

Clinton Public School with Dave Paulen calling from 7:30pm to 9:30pm. There will be 

pumpkin themed treats following the dance for you to enjoy. Mainstream with 

announced plus tips. Everyone welcome.  

 

There are no COVID restrictions at the school at this time but the school is a peanut and fragrance free 

facility.  

 

We are very excited to have the opportunity to dance again and encourage everyone to come and support our 

club. It will take everyone to keep our club going into the future.  

 

We wish all our dancing friends a safe and happy Thanksgiving.  

 

Ian and Debbie Hulley 

519-482-7972 

 
Country Square - Rostock 
Greetings from Rostock Country Squares! In August we were fortunate to be able to gather at the home of 

Dave and Joanne Foster’s shop. It was a perfect day. We enjoyed being able to dance again to shake off the 

rust. We all had a great time dancing and visiting.  

 

They say a picture is worth a thousand words. It looks like Blanche Paulen is having a deep discussion with 

Dave Foster while she is guarding her corn! She is making sure she is going to be having her corn for supper! 

 

 

  
We concluded the afternoon with a delicious pot luck meal which included fresh picked corn on the cob and 

smoked brisket on a bun. We ended the day sitting around a campfire.  

 

Special congratulations goes out this month to Loraine, our square dancing friend on her recent marriage!!! 
 

Joanne Foster 
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Denim'N Lace - Flesherton 
Our Welcome Back Dance for the 2022-2023 year held on September 14 was a good evening; we call it a 

Toonie Burger Night.  This year we had chicken burgers and chips – a change from beef burgers of previous 

years.  We ate after 6:00 and danced from 7:00 until 9:30.  We had four squares, and welcomed two new 

couples, one couple new to square dancing and one couple experienced dancers.  Jim Lee called a great dance 

and a good time was held by all.  

  

Fall term dances will be held every Wednesday evening ending with our Christmas dance on December 

14.  Our dance location is at South East Grey Support Services Pavilion, 774292 Highway 10 North, 

Flesherton Ontario. 

  

The special dance for October will be our Halloween Dance on October 26, so dress in orange if you are a 

pumpkin lover or black if you wish to put on the witches act – or be a black cat – or any colour combination 

you choose. 

  

Novembers special dance will be Ice Cream Night – Chapman’s Ice Cream, of course! 

  

We are all looking forward to a great dance-year this year. 

All are welcome at Denim ‘n Lace Square Dance Club. 

  

Mel Chamberlain 

Bugle Correspondent 

 
Elora Grand Squares – Elora 
 

Elora Public School 

Mill Street E, Elora, ON 

Caller: Jeff Priest  

 

We’ll, after several Covid years, we are 

back in business! We’re a smaller group 

but our love for dancing hasn’t changed. 

 

To spice things up this past week, we 

attempted wheel chair dancing. Lots of 

fun but not too smooth as the picture may 

show!  

   

We’re hosting a Halloween Dance on the 

31st so come to dressed up and join us in 

the fun! We dance from 7 to 9:15 on 

Monday nights. 

 

http://www.fleshertondenimandlace.ca/


Page 10 of 20 

Hanover Happy Twirlers - Hanover 
The Hanover Happy Twirlers Square Dance Club concluded the Club’s operation after 62 years of dancing 

this past summer. The Club began dancing in the fall of 1960. They met and danced twice a month at the start, 

and as their numbers grew; they started dancing every week from September until May. This getting together 

weekly continued on until Covid, in March 2020, caused the Club to stop dancing. 

 

The Square Dance Club used different venues over the years such as, Holy Family School, Dawnview School 

and the Hanover Coliseum. The Hanover Happy Twirlers had many different Callers over it history. Lorne and 

Cecille Lockrey of Southampton were the last and longest serving Callers for the club. They were our Callers 

for the Hanover Happy Twirlers for 36 consecutive years. The Hanover Happy Twirlers at its peak, held 

instruction classes on a separate night from the Club regular dance night. The new dancers would learn the 

Basics over the course of a season, and then join the club. Numerous Callers worked with these new dancers 

until approximately 1980, when Doug and Dorelene Anderson from Harriston, took over this class and 

instructed new dancers for over 25 years. After their retirement from calling, the new dancer program was 

brought in with the regular club nights. 

 

The Club over its 62 year history hosted many special dances when square dancers from the other area Clubs 

would come and join in for the evening. The Hanover Happy twirlers were known for their Spring special 

dance called, “The Sugar-in Off Shuffle.” Square dancers from across Midwestern Ontario would attend the 

evening dance. The danced reached its peak attendance in the late 1980’s with consistent attendance of 30 to 

35 squares year after year filling the dance hall. The dance concluded with the serving of pancakes and maple 

syrup for lunch afterward. The Club hosted many theme nights which other area Clubs would be invited to 

attend as well. 

 

Over its 62 years, the Hanover Happy Twirlers hosted many regional dances for South Western Ontario 

Square Dance Association, known to dancers as SWOSDA, based out of London Ontario. Dancers from 

Windsor, along the Huron Shoreline to the Bruce Peninsula to Kitchener and Guelph area would attend the 

afternoon and evening dances. The Callers associated with this group would volunteer and call for the dancers. 

 

 
The Hanover Happy Twirlers 
representatives and Saugeen 
Hospice representative 
receiving donation. 
 
Pictured members of Hanover 
Happy Twirlers Square Dance 
Club 
 
Eric and Joyce Fatum, Elaine 
Burrow Saugeen Hospice, 
RuthAnn Bauman, John 
Stemmler, Leona Hutton and 
Marilyn Bentley. 
 

 

 

With the closing of the Hanover Happy Twirlers Square Dance Club, the group at it final meeting, decided to 

donate the remaining funds to The SWOSDA group to promote square dancing and to the Saugeen Hospice 

project in Walkerton. 
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Square Dancing has always been a way to meet many great people and make lifelong friendships along the 

way. Square dancing has been described as “Friendship Set to Music”.  

 

As the closing of the Hanover Happy Twirlers Square Dance Club is an end of an era, it is not the end of the 

bond between area square dancers and the once members of the Hanover Happy Twirlers Square Club. 

 
Huron Bruce Swingers - Lucknow 

It is with deep disappointment that on September 20, 2022 the 

Huron-Bruce Swingers made the decision to disband. A club 

“survey” was conducted and with the numbers decreasing, this hard 

decision was made. 

 

Huron-Bruce Swingers was formed in 1969. This month, current 

presidents Tony and Fran McQuail of Lucknow sent out a call to 

see how many club members would return after a two year absence 

because of the pandemic. Those confirming they would be back full 

time, did not make for a viable club. 

 

A big thank you goes out to Neva (and Dunc) McVittie who has been calling for the club since 1990. 

Just how many dancers have enjoyed the teaching and calling, plus all the many food treats often 

brought to the club? (Note: Neva is not retiring, you can find her calling at other clubs.) 

Thank you to long time dancers, Elaine and Ross Errington, members since 1970, who this year 

decided they could not return. They have been the “rock” that kept 

this club going. Also Stan Doherty, a very long time member, who 

keeps us all going! Square dancing is fun, fellowship, and enjoyable 

exercise. 

 

So at this time, Huron -Bruce Swingers say so long. But don’t put all 

Huron-Bruce members aside, for some just may show up at your 

club. 

 

Yellow Rocks to all ......keep dancing. 

Sharon McDonald, 

Bugle correspondent ...signing off 

 
Huron Happy Hearts - Clinton 

40 YEARS & MORE  --  HISTORY OF HURON HAPPY HEARTS 

 

AIR FORCE BASE BEGINNINGS 

The HURON HAPPY HEARTS round dance club had its beginning at the air force base (now Vanastra) near 

Clinton when a group of people, who had learned to square dance wished to add round dancing to their evening 

of dancing. 

 

Corporal Earl Bowles, whose father, grandfather and great-grandfather had all been square dance callers, began 

to call square dances when he was off duty in the evenings.  Between some of the square dances he would call 

a round dance and a few of those who were attending began to want to learn more about these dances called 

“Rounds”. 

 

About that time, a lady named Hilda Hibbert, who could cue Round dances arrived on the scene and agreed to 

teach those interested how to dance the basic steps.  We are indeed indebted to Hilda for getting the group 

http://www.swosda.ca/HuronBruce.htm
http://www.swosda.ca/happyhearts.htm
http://www.swosda.ca/happyhearts.htm
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started.  She was a good teacher and serious about her work.  One night she even took hold of Al Green by the 

arms and told him to “loosen up”.  Poor Al couldn’t loosen up very much because of all the bumps, falls and 

accidents he had encountered over the years.  However, it was all in fun. 

 

Among those who were learning was a couple by the name of Lois and Edward Wise.  One night, while resting 

on a chair at the side of the room between dances, Lois was heard to whisper: 

“I don’t think I’ll ever get the hang of this!” 

 

However, Lois did get the hang of it.  Hilda saw the great potential that Lois had, so toward the end of that year, 

knowing that she herself was planning to move to London, began to tutor Lois and taught her the fundamentals 

of teaching Round Dancing and how to cue for dances. 

 

On May 30, 1969, Hilda and her husband were given a farewell party and left Lois to take over after just one 

year of lessons. 

 

MOVE TO OLD SCHOOL IN HOLMESVILLE 

Take over she did, and in 1971 she and her Round Dance group moved to Holmesville and continued their 

dancing in the old school house (now owned by Bluewater Cable).  That was a “fun place”.  Everyone who was 

there remembers the evening they turned on the stove, only to have a mouse jump out and run across the floor.  

It headed straight for Lois Hodgert who became extremely frantic and sent everyone else into hysterics.  The 

poor mouse however, disappeared and eventually the evening got underway once again. 

 

MOVE TO NEW HOLMESVILLE SCHOOL 

When the new school was built in Holmesville, the Round Dance group moved to the new gym where there was 

more space, --- and no mice! 

By 1975 the Round Dance group was well established so they decided to give themselves a name, form an 

executive and join SWOSDA.  A contest to pick a name was set up and the final choice was that presented by 

May Norman.  She had suggested “THE HURON HAPPY HEARTS”.  That name has lasted for more than 40 

years.  Ross and Mildred Merrill constructed a banner which lasted many years.  When it began to wear out 

Eleanor Horst and Carol Simons created a new banner. 

 

An inaugural meeting of the HURON HAPPY HEARTS was held on May 30, 1975.  At that time, Stan and 

Berneice McIlwain were installed as the first President for the upcoming dancing season.  Other members of the 

executive for that first year included:  Bill & Lois Hodgert – Sec/Treas., Al & Gladys Green – Publicity, Bert & 

JoAnne Lyon plus Gordon & Darlene Shobbrook – Social.  It was also duly moved and seconded that Lois & 

Ed Wise be paid fifteen dollars ($15) per night of Round Dance instruction.  Membership was set at $5 per 

couple and each night’s dancing cost $1.50. 

 

A wind-up potluck supper ended the year on a high note and the HURON HAPPY HEARTS were on their way.  

For several years the club ended the year with either a potluck supper or had Mrs. Miller cater for a dinner.  In 

1984 the annual meeting and dinner was held at the Rebekah Hall in Clinton and was held there on a regular 

basis until 2002 when the group moved to Londesborough. 

 

MOVE TO CLINTON PUBLIC SCHOOL 

In 1982 the HURON HAPPY HEARTS began dancing in a more central location in the gym of the Clinton 

Public School.  That location has proven satisfactory and the club continued to meet there each Friday night 

during the dancing season. 

 

Many extra-curricular activities have taken place over the years.  The club has held Hallowe’en parties, 

Christmas parties, a Harvest Hop every fall plus other fun special dances throughout the year.  As anniversaries 
and birthdays come around the club takes note!  One year the McIlwains and Wises took members on a trip to 

Europe by showing slides of their recent trip.  April 13, 1984 saw the first Amateur Night when 9 participants 

each cued for a round dance.  They all received a picture and a cute badge that said, “I cued a round.”  Participants 
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that night were Norman Wightman, Florence Wightman, Sybil Chandler, Gordon Shobbrook, Lois Elliott, Bill 

Cox, Molly Cox, Stan McIlwain and Edward Wise.  Since then there have been several amateur nights.  It is 

quite an experience to find out how difficult it is to call a cue just at the right time.  Those who have tried it have 

gained a lot of respect for Lois’ skill. 

 

In 1984 the Merrill’s showed slides of their trip to the Yukon and in 1985 the McIlwain’s showed their slides of 

a trip to England and Ireland.  To list all of the extra activities that have taken place over the years would be too 

much for this short review. 

 

We must not end this report however, without mentioning the very prestigious award that was presented to Lois 

Wise on Saturday, April 22, 1995.  She was honoured with the Trillium Merit Award.  From the minutes of THE 

HURON HAPPY HEARTS following that award, we find the following quotation: 

 

“A large group of dancers from Clinton HURON HAPPY HEARTS, as well as many family members attended 

a night to remember.” 
 

In 1995 Dan & Rhetha Roy from Kincardine joined the HURON HAPPY HEARTS and Dan began to cue a few 

of the dances.  Under Lois’ tutelage he gained confidence and soon began to cue more and more dances and so 

became a great help to Lois as her husband and partner was not well. 

 

Edward passed away in June 2002, and Dan then took over the responsibility of cueing while Lois continued to 

cue a few dances each night.  In May 2012 Lois announced that she was happy to finally put the mike down 

after 42 years of cueing.  Even with this announcement, she still continues to cue when Dan and Rhetha are 

away on holiday.  Lois was married to Bevan King on October 18, 2013 and has embarked on a new phase in 

her life.  The HURON HAPPY HEARTS are indebted to Lois Wise for the many years of service she has given 

the club.  Her knowledge and ability is verified by the many times she has been asked to cue for round dances 

throughout the district. 

 

Just as Dan started with us many years ago, we now have another dancer / cuer coming up the ranks.  Stan & 

Mary McKeen started dancing with the Happy Hearts, and not long after, Stan decided that cueing was not such 

a bad think to try out.  He has taken this new hobby very seriously, and has cued a set at most dances for a 

number of years. 

 

As the years roll by members of this group of round dancers become great friends.  Often when an important 

event takes place in the lives of the dancers, members of the HURON HAPPY HEARTS are included.  One of 

these events which recently took place was Lois McGill’s 85th birthday party. 

 

In 2015, the Happy Hearts 40 years of dancing, with over 30 members attending.  Our numbers may be small, 

but we look forward each week to being challenged by Dan and Rhetha.  Even though we make mistakes (and 

can laugh at them), it is all part of the fun of dancing with the HURON HAPPY HEARTS. 

 

AND HERE WE END – The Final Chapter 

Jump ahead to the spring of 2020; Covid is here, and most activities comes to a halt.  Here we sit and we wait 

… a month, several months, and then a year and more. 

 

In the summer of 2022, members of the happy hearts gathered at the home of Dan & Rhetha Roy for a BBQ and 

a short business meeting.  After some discission, and a unanimous vote, a decision was made to close the chapter 

on the Happy Heart. Extra funds were donated to several Clinton Area charities. 

 

Today, we may not be dancing in the circle, but we do continue to have our circle of friends. 
Dancing truly is ‘Friendship Set to Music’. 

 

And so,   The Bugle Guy,  ends here… 
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Jubilee Rounds - St. Jacobs 

Greetings from Jubilee Rounds on Zoom: 
 

It is nice to be getting back to our regular dance routine once again!  We do hope you are dancing again in 

some form as well. 

 

Jubilee Rounds on Zoom has had a great start this season.  We still have attendees from various parts of North 

America. How wonderful it is to see all these folks in many different time zones joining us.  

 

If you wish to join us, please click HERE to sign up or simply visit our website.  www.shadowlightdance.com 

and sign up from there. 

 

We will be hosting our annual “Gala By The Grand” on Zoom again this year.  Sunday afternoon, November 

13th. To join us sign up HERE or visit our website. 

 

Jubilee Rounds hosted the SWOSDA Round Dance Special in Woodstock on 

September 24th  and it was a great dance.  We had Dan Roy, Ed Dolson, Gail 

Mottashed and Andrea doing the cueing.  Two and a half hours of great music 

and great cueing. It was a serious workout for any legs like ours that haven’t 

dance that long in close to three years!!! Great fun!  It was a special treat to 

have Lew and Laura Wiffen (prominent cuer and teaching couple from days 

gone by) drop in for a visit. Lew even danced a few steps with Rhetha Roy – 

after tapping Dan on the shoulder and cutting in.  Lew said it was a real treat to be back on the dancefloor 

since their retirement in 1993, even though recall on all the steps wasn’t as quick as it used to be. (I think most 

of us can relate to that!) 

  
We have two “In Person” specials planned for this fall:  

A Tango Clinic on October 29th in Cambridge   

A Christmas Dance on December 10th in Cambridge 

These events are both limited to 12 couples.  Covid Vaccine required, Masks are optional.   

To sign up click TANGO - CHRISTMAS or visit our website.  www.shadowlightdance.com to sign up 

 

“ShadowLight Rounds”; our NEW Dancer Round Dance Club, in Cambridge on Thursday MORNINGS has 

started and we have 6 couples signed up and are looking forward to a great season. This is a progressive teach 

club so are starting right at the beginning of a rhythm and learning each week. Registration for couples with no 

http://www.swosda.ca/JubileeRnd.htm
https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/weekly-dance-programs/
http://www.shadowlightdance.com/
https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/2022-virtual-gala/
https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/in-person-rhythm-clinic/
https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/christmas-rd-special/
http://www.shadowlightdance.com/
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round dance experience is closing off very soon, however, if you are already dancing Phase II and would like 

some refresher sessions or just a place to dance a bit, feel free to sign up and come when you can. 

 

For info:  Andrea or Jeff at: 1.519.752.2172 or jeff@jeffreypriest.com 

Printable flyers are on our website:  www.jeffreypriest.com  

 

See you Zoom!!! 

Jeff Priest ☺  

 
Rhythm Rounds - London 
Rhythm Rounds started later in September this year because in years past, we would have our first night and 

then they would cancel our second night due to the "Meet the Teacher" night. This year we started on the 

3rd Wednesday of the month and guess what.  Meet the teacher night was moved to the 28th of September, so 

we were out of a place to dance that night. 

 

We have lost a few couples this year and we are hoping that most of them will be back.  We have a great group 

of dancers and we are learning something new every week.   Ed is going to teach the Bolero that he "would 

have" taught at the Convention.   

 

Due to illness, he was only in Fredericton long enough to get signed in and he loaded the SUV the  next day 

and headed home.  He and Min had practiced for months, preparing the teach, learning to perfect the moves 

and to have everything up and running to gold standard.  Unfortunately, he didn't even get to go back into the 

hall. He left all his work there for others to teach his Bolero. They said everything went well and he was happy 

to hear from  other Cuers, that it was an extremely good job putting it all together.  The teach included every 

move in the Bolero basics.  All his and Min's work was not ignored. 

 

On the bright side, we have the rest of the Wednesdays open and we will be doing Rounds 

up to December 14th . 

 

We hope you will come out and join us for a lovely night of dancing.   

 

Wishing you all a very Happy Thanksgiving!  

 
Royal City Squares - Guelph 
Royal City Squares is back on the dance floor, with Mainstream and Plus dancing on Wednesday 

evenings, 7 – 9:30 pm at Paisley Road School, Jeff Priest calling. Visitors welcome! 

 

Unfortunately, we did not get sufficient enrollment in either our one-day Blast! or the Introductory 

square dance classes offered through the local school board, so these were cancelled. 

 

Mark Saturday, March 4th on your calendar, for Royal City’s joint Toronto & District dance. There will be 

an afternoon and evening session, with square and some round dancing. A clothing sale is planned, for 

anyone who needs to stock up. We are trying a new venue for this dance, St. George’s Anglican Church, 

Lowville, 7051 Guelph Line, Milton, which offers convenient access from both the 401 and the 403. Join 

us! 

 
ShadowLight Dance Club - SW Ontario 
 

Greetings!  We hope you are back dancing again and have been able to keep healthy and away from Covid. 

It is nice to be able to be back dancing again with many of our regular programs.   

 

 

mailto:jeff@jeffreypriest.com
http://www.jeffreypriest.com/
http://www3.sympatico.ca/jerry.callen/
http://www.swosda.ca/RhythmRounds.htm
https://royalcitysquares.wordpress.com/
http://www.shadowlightdance.com/
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Squares:  

ShadowLight Squares, our daytime A-1 Review in Cambridge on Wednesday afternoons started on September 

14th and we have 5 squares registered. On average we dance 3 to 4 squares each week.  

This session is an A-1 review until December and then in February we will start our A-2 review until the end 

of May.  

 

We have started to collect a list of folks who are interested in learning Advanced Dancing. If you would like to 

join in A-1, please get in touch. 

 

Jeff called at Redeemer University in Ancaster in September and had 22 squares of students enjoying the 

fundamentals of Square Dancing. Prior to Covid this has been an annual event.  So glad we are back again. 

 

Grand Squares Elora: Monday evenings at 7:00pm.  Mainstream and PLUS reviews.  

Royal City Squares Guelph: Wednesday evening 7:00pm Mainstream teach and PLUS Review. 

ShadowLight Squares Cambridge: Daytime A-1 1:00pm - Covid Certificate required, Masks optional 

Registration required for these Advanced sessions.  Visit our website to register  Flyer  -  Register Here 

 

Rounds: 

ShadowLight Rounds for new dancers. 6 couples have signed on and we are looking forward to great season. 

Thursday Mornings in Cambridge 10:00am – 11:30am.  This is a progressive teach club so are starting right at 

the beginning of a rhythm and learning each week.  Registration for couples with no round dance experience is 

closing off very soon, however, if you are already dancing Phase II and would like some refresher sessions or 

just a place to dance a bit, feel free to sign up and come when you can. Covid Certificate required, Masks 

optional.  Registration required.  Visit our website to register:  Flyer -  Register Here 

 

We have two “In Person” Round Dance specials planned for this fall:  

A Tango Clinic on October 29th in Cambridge   

A Christmas Dance on December 10th in Cambridge.  

These events are both limited to 12 couples.  Covid Vaccine required, masks are optional.   

To sign up for either click TANGO or CHRISTMAS or visit our website www.shadowlightdance.com and 

sign up from there. 

 

ShadowLight Enterprises is involved in introducing Square and Round dancing to various new groups all 

through the year.  Keep us in mind if you know of a group that might be interested in a “Square Dance Party” 

or a group that may be interested in a Rumba or Cha-Cha afternoon clinic.   We do many private parties for 

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Weddings, Pre-wedding parties, as well as “just because parties” 

 

Happy Dancing and More – Much More! 

Andrea & Jeff Priest 

ShadowLight Dance Club 

Check out our website for flyers - www.shadowlightdance.com  or phone: 519-752-2172 

 
Silver Streak Square Dance Club – Woodstock 
 

This PLUS dancing club has the following nights now scheduled: 

October 13, October 27, November 10, November 24 

 

Additional evenings are yet to be scheduled 

 
 

 

 

 

https://shadowlightdance.com/wp-content/uploads/2022-23_Advanced-Dancing-Cambridge.pdf
https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/in-person-advanced-dances/
https://shadowlightdance.com/wp-content/uploads/2022-Round-Dance-Teach-in-Cambridge.jpg
https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/shadowlight-rounds/
https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/in-person-rhythm-clinic/
https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/christmas-rd-special/
http://www.shadowlightdance.com/
http://www.shadowlightdance.com/
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Sound Steppers - Owen Sound 
Hello fellow dancers and friends.  

 

The Owen Sound Steppers are happy to be back in full swing and in-person dancing.  We have had a great 

turnout each week, with Neva calling bringing us back to some of the steps we may have forgotten over the 

past couple years.  

 

We had our bring a friend night to help spread the word about our club.  

 

Our next specialty dance will be our 

50's & 60's night on Thursday October 

6th and our Halloween party on 

Thursday October 27th at 7pm. 

Everyone come out in your favorite 

black and orange, enjoy a fun night of 

ghoulish treats and Halloween themed 

dances and games.   

 

We are dancing at a new location 

this year.  Our new establishment is 

at The Harmony Centre at 890 4th 

Avenue East in Owen Sound every 

Thursday night 7-9pm. 

 

Follow our club and all of our upcoming events on our Facebook page at 

www.facebook/owensoundsteppers.ca. 

 

Take care of yourself and each other.  

Hope to see you all on the dance floor.  

Linda Wedow  

Bugle Rep  

 
Strathroy Swinging Duo's  
Our first dance of the season was held on Tuesday September 27 with 40 dancers attending (pictured).  Some 

dancers wore masks but many didn’t. Most of us had made use of the hand sanitizers that was place 

throughout the dance hall.  It was great to be back on the dance floor and reconnecting with all our square 

dance friends. Tom Charlton called as if he was never away and amazingly everyone had remembered how to 

dance! Clark Rollings came wearing an air boot following bunion surgery, just to visit and watch everyone 

dance.  We hope he can soon replace the boot for a shoe and be back on the dance floor. Presidents, Ed and 

Mary Faber expressed gratitude to our past presidents Tom and Pat Mahon for their dedication keeping in 

contact with the club members and leading the executive meetings for the past two years.  Our evening ended 

with a delicious lunch provided by the club executive.  

 

We will have regular dance nights in October and our Halloween Dress-up dance will be on November 1. 

Dress up as spooky as you want and come join us at the St. John the Evangelist Church, 34 Head Street, 

Strathroy.  We have no Covid restriction and everyone is welcome. Stay for lunch following the dance.  

The Introduction to Modern Square Dancing will begin on Monday, October 17, 2022 at St. John the 

Evangelist Anglican Church. We are pleased with the positive response and registration. There’s still room for 

more and remember the first night only (the 17th) will be free dancing. Encourage your family and friends to 
come on September 17 and see how much fun square dancing is. For more information visit our website 

www.squaredancestrathroy.ca. 

 

http://owensoundsteppers.ca/
http://www.squaredancestrathroy.ca/
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We did miss some of our club members at our Kick Off dance and are looking forward to meeting them in a 

square soon. 

 

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving, 

Jake and Jean Hamstra 

 
 

 
Thames Valley Dance Club – Woodstock 
We hit the dance floor on Monday Sept 12th!  Along with some of the “regular” dancers, we had 14 new 

people join us.  Twelve of these plus 4 more came on our second night, and most of these have continued to 

join us throughout September.  The dance evenings have been full of laughter and smiles.  It is such a good 

feeling to be enjoying our “sport” again. 

 

Western night was celebrated on Sept 26th, with lots of people showing their spirit.  

This is just a warmup for Halloween, which falls on a Monday this year.  We are 

certain to see some great costumes on parade that night! 

 

Since I really don’t have much else to share, I thought I’d share a joke with you, 

courtesy of Austin Hayward. 

 

A Doctor was relaxing on his sofa one evening just after arriving home from work. As he was tuning in to the 

evening news, the phone rang.  The doctor calmly answered it and heard the familiar voice of a colleague on 

the other end of the line. "We have already opened an 18-year-old rare single malt Glenfiddich whiskey.  "I'll 

be right over," whispered the doctor. 

As he was going out, his wife asked, "Is it serious?"   "Oh yes, quite", said the doctor gravely.  Shaking his 

head, he muttered "Only 18 years old. 3 doctors are there already!" 

 

Happy Thanksgiving to everyone.  Enjoy the feast, the fun, and the fellowship. 

 

Lois Turvey 
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