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Greetings Fellow Dancers! 
 

The days are getting longer and our wait time for a return to in-person dancing is getting shorter --- how much 
shorter is very much up in the air, as our vaccination journey hiccups along. 
 

With Merv’s knees somewhat recovered from the fall’s shed building, we have finally been able to start 
“Zoom” dancing with SWOSDA’s own Jeff Priest. It’s been great! We are doing Plus right now and the first 
couple of weeks we danced with another couple in their beautiful home dance room. It was great to spend time 
with another couple and chat between breaks with other Zoom participants. Now that we are all under a stay at 
home order, we are dancing on our own with a phantom couple on our 5’X7’ living room rug. Being on our 
own is a little more challenging, but gives us some extra laughs from our “occasional” differences of 
interpretation as to call execution. Jeff does a great job bringing everyone back “home” often to allow us to 
reset, as well as giving frequent cues such as, “You should be looking directly at you partner now” to help 
guide everyone through. If you haven’t tried “Zoom” dancing yet, pick a level and give it a try; sessions are an 
hour long (4 tips); the no-obligation sign-up is easy at https://shadowlightdance.com/contact-us/zoom-dancing/ 
; and voluntary tipping is a snap with e-tranfer and PayPal options. 
 

With the likelihood that we shall be able to reconnect with each other in person on the dance floor later this 
year, your SWOSDA Executive is starting to look at how we can best support the return to in-person dancing 
at all of our clubs. If your club executive or you as an individual dancer have some suggestions for SWOSDA 
in this regard, forward them to us at mervreid@rogers.com or secretary@swosda.ca. As well, we invite each 
club to share their plans for restarting in-person dancing here in the Bugle over the next few issues --- your 
sharing about how you are keeping your dancers connected have been helpful to other clubs, and your ideas 
about restarting in-person dancing can be helpful as well. 
 

Thank you to all of our Bugle contributors for helping all of us stay connected during these long months of 
shut down. We look forward each month to reading this vital avenue of connection. Thank you also to Dan 
Roy for his tireless efforts to put it all together for us each month. 
 

Your President Couple, 
Janice and Merv Reid  
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SWOSDA 
Remember When...  

 
Looking Back – 2021-02 

 
Feb. Bugle 1971 Words of Wisdom inserted by the editors – “Middle Age is that time of life when after a 
night out you need two nights in.”  (This year we would welcome a chance for even that one night out. 
However many of us have been surprised how quickly the year has gone even though our activity has been 
restricted.  A real contrast to the old saying, “Time flies when you are having fun.” DD) 
 
Feb. Bugle 1981 contained the following notice of motion to be discussed and voted on at the upcoming 
general meeting.  “That To give the Round Dance movement recognition in the official name of our South 
Western Area, I, Ed Christian, move that the name South Western Ontario Square Dance Association 
(SWOSDA) be changed to read South Western Ontario Square and Round Dance Association 
(SWOSARDA)”  
Also offered in this issue, thinking way ahead of their time, by Grapevine & Canadian Dancers News 
“Three little couples in an itty-bitty square, Short two people but they didn’t care, 
Dance said the caller-man, dance if you can, But teacup chain just spoiled the whole plan.”  
  
Feb. Bugle 1991 Editors Jim & Eleanor Silcox included lots of tips to carry us through the winter. 
The Cheater’s Diet – When you help yourself to three cookies put one back and reward yourself for your 
remarkable willpower.  Anything that travels through your system as fast as beer must burn up all its calories 
in travelling.  Every sit-up you do entitles you to a French fry.  Climbing a flight of stairs entitles you to a 
whole order of fries (for two flights, add gravy.)  Leftovers that you grab as you pass the fridge have no 
calories.  Calories only start when you sit down to a meal.  Nuts that you have to crack have only as many 
calories as you burn getting them open.  When friends serve your fattening favourites, think how important 
your friendship is and clean the plate.  Remember that all diets start on a Monday.  If you’ve lapsed, you’ll 
have to wait until next Monday. 
 
Housekeeping Hints for the Superstitious Don’t take ashes out of the fireplace between Christmas and New 
Year’s Day. Never place a broom on a bed.  Close umbrellas before bringing them into a house.  Don’t shake 
out a tablecloth after dark.  Never wash a flag.  Keep cats off the piano keys.  Don’t turn a chair on one leg.  
Don’t hang a dishcloth on a doorknob.  Don’t ever rock an empty rocking chair. 
 
Feb. Bugle 2001  
 In previous articles I have commented on the creativeness of planners as they name special dance 
arrangements.  Examples noted this month – Happy Hoedowner’s Hawaian Holiday, Easter Bunny Hop, Big 4 
Jamboree, Shamrock Fling, Queen of Hearts Dance, Cheese & Cracker Night, I’d be glad to add additions to 
my list or any info, interesting anecdotes, or pictures that you’d be willing to share.  
 
Feb. Bugle 2011 Once again, the nominating committee was looking for interested, enthusiastic dancers who 
would like to serve on the SWOSDA executive.  
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 It will be especially important as we make our way out of the pandemic, hopefully this year, to have creative 
thinkers who can bring us back easily into the dancing experience.   
 
Keep those photos and clippings coming in. Future historians will really appreciate your efforts as much as I 
do now. 
 
Wishing you many years of dancing ahead. Good news on the home front.  I almost surely will not be dancing 
this year but maybe the next year.  I am mobile now mainly without aids.  Three pain pills daily, occasional 
relief rubs, exercises, a round of physio, cortisone shots, regular exercising and pedaling. I have had phone 
contact with my orthopedic surgeon, with a face to face appointment scheduled in July so I am every hopeful.  
I will be doing more walking when the weather warms up and the slippery stuff is gone.  I haven’t attempted 
much outside walking.  I’m afraid to get too far away from the front door for fear I can’t make it back.  I have 
missed the face to face contact with my dancing friends but really appreciate the cheery phone calls and emails 
that come in.   
 
Dorothy Dahm, SWOSDA Historian  dndahm@sympatico.ca  519-842-9212 

 
 

FEATURE 
 

Resolution Results ……. 
 
Well, it has been a while since some of us more daring 
announced our New Years resolutions. Weight loss, perhaps 
quitting smoking, making better financial decisions or any 
number of things that are important to you. 
 
Mine was to lose some weight and get into better shape. 
 
Let us keep in mind that a resolution is a firm decision, 
within yourself, to do or not do something. We are talking 
about commitment, a pledge, a promise, and our intention. 
 
Being one of approximately fifty percent of the population that make resolutions, and not one of the 
approximately eight percent that have achieved their goals, I am feeling a sense of failure.  
 
In my mind I search for reasons why I failed and attempt to substantiate reasons in my mind that would let me 
off the hook but alas, failure again. 
 
Christmas dinners, treats, pies, cake and other inequities, lack of will power, forgetfulness and perhaps a ho-
hum attitude have all contributed, but where do I go from here? 
 
First, lets never confuse a single failure with a final defeat. When defeat rears it’s ugly head, accept it as a sign 
that perhaps your plan of executing your resolution was not sound. Start over and rebuild those plans, perhaps 
incorporating more reasonable goals that may be more easily achieved such as looking to lose five pounds 
instead of ten pounds. 
 
Getting past our inner negativity and doubt can be a tough part. You must really believe that voice in your 
head that says, “I know I can succeed and lose weight”? I can do this. My goals are reasonable and achieving 
them are well within my capabilities. 
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First, I’ve set a list of no-no’s and then a list of “helpers” that will assist me on my journey. Top of my list of 
“helpers” is dancing. 
 
In retrospect, I almost dismissed the idea that dancing would be my creative outlet and assist me in my weight 
loss, but now my fears seem so trivial. Participating in such an enriching activity has also overcome my doubts 
about myself and I have grown more confident in my ability to succeed in achieving my weight loss goals. 
 
I am grateful for what dancing has given Avril and I. Friends, fun and yes, I have even lost a few pounds. 
 
Stay safe. 
   Austin Hayward 
   (Thames Valley Dance Club – Woodstock, Ontario) 

 
 

SWOSDA Executive Meeting Highlights 
 
The SWOSDA Executive held a Virtual meeting via Zoom on Saturday 
January 30.  The Executive had not met for several months, and so it 
was time to gather to see if any path forward was yet available for 

clubs. More details to follow in the next Bugle and/or through club reps. 
 

 
 

Growing Your Club – The Next Steps 
 

 
The year 2021 brings a lot of hope for all square dancers, now 
that two vaccines have been approved in Canada to help 
everyone deal with the COVID virus.  While the exact timing for a 
return to square dancing this year is still too early to determine, 
planning by all Clubs' executive committees can easily take place 
by way of Zoom or other platforms.   
 
Growth by each Club will be on the agenda for everyone to 
replace some members who have had to step away from square 
dancing for health reasons.  In our December Bugle article 
entitled "Growing Your Club – The First Steps" we highlighted those first key steps as: 

#1 – form a Committee entitled 'Introduction to Modern Square Dancing'; and 
#2 – Communicate to all Club Members your desire to grow your Club. 
 

The fun now begins!!  Together with your Committee, Step #3 is -  Brainstorm Growth Ideas.  This 
is a very important phase of the planning process as your Committee should determine the desired 
number of new dancers for the program, liaise with a caller to confirm whether you will offer an 
Introduction program over 18 to 20 weeks (over 50 Basic Calls).  Determine if the program will be 
offered on the same evening as your regular dance or a separate evening.  Of course, a key part of 
brainstorming is to determine a possible location and prospective rent.  At this stage, develop a draft 
Budget which would include projected revenues and expenses, knowing that you wish to set your 
objective to break even. 
 
Step #4 – Marketing and Planning phase.  The fun continues!  The Committee must determine the 
key forms of communication tools to attract new dancers including flyers, business cards and, most 
importantly, the themes that you will use on these promotional items. On the flyer, insert two main 
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contacts for those interested prospects to call for more information.  Identify the geographic areas 
that you wish to target, knowing that people will travel reasonable distances to try out square 
dancing.   
 
Once the flyer messages are in place, arrange to 
have the flyer designed by someone who has 
expertise with various design programs to ensure 
that the end result looks professional and is easy 
to read.   Arrange to have the flyer and business 
cards professionally printed, which attracts 
interested dancer prospects. 
 
The Strathroy Swinging Duos Introduction 
Committee elected to use the same flyer with its 
first two successful 'Introduction to Modern 
Square Dancing' programs.  Attached is a sample 
of the second program's flyer which only needed 
changes to the top header title from "Our secret is 
out … " to "Our secret is out again … " as well as 
the dates at the lower part of the flyer. This Club's 
Committee elected to use the identical layout, 
colours and photos of happy people of the first 
program on all of its promotional material.   
 
The SWOSDA Committee, 'Helping Clubs 
Grow', can definitely help any Club that wishes to 
grow with the various steps including sourcing a 
graphic arts person and printer for those Clubs to 
consider.  We would be pleased to share ideas 
that have already been used and proven to attract 
results.  
 
Tom & Jo Kahnert (tom@teamtomandjo.com OR jo@teamtomandjo.com)  
2nd Vice-Presidents, SWOSDA, 2020-2021 
Past Presidents, Strathroy Swinging Duos 
 

 
 

Caller's Clinic News 
Next Meeting – Feb 28 at 2 pm 

This is to be a Zoom virtual Meeting 
 

See Website for Minutes of last meeting 

 

  

www.facebook.com/swosda 
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CLUB NEWS 
Send Club News to bugle@swosda.ca 

 
  

Centennial Beavers - London 
Wishing all our dance friends a very happy Valentine's Day.  If we 
were dancing this month, we would be dressing in red and white 
and everyone would be hugging and be so happy to be 
together.  Let's not let this stop us from dressing in red and white 
and maybe have a Yellow Rock day with our partner at 
home.   Every time you pass your partner on the 14th, S T O 
P, then  back up for a hug!   
 
Love n Hugs to all  
	

	
Hi Gang 
Nancy asked me to send out a Valentine for you, so here it is.  Let's face it, 
the best part of a celebration  is the snacks after the dance!  I know, I 
know... 
not very romantic,  but my mom always said the best way to a man's heart is 
through his 
stomach and she was right! 
 
Ed Dolson 
 
Happy Valentine's Day to all those cooks out there. 

 

 
 

Clinton Wheel 'N' Dealers 
It feels good to be moving along to February. We will miss our Valentines Day dance but encourage you all to 
share some chocolate with the one you love.  
 
The winter has been kind so far and we have been able to get out for walks, cross country skiing, snowshoeing 
or even just a leisurely afternoon drive to get out of the house.  
 
Remember to try to check in with our dancing friends once in awhile to see how they are doing.  
The loss of two club members this winter has been felt deeply. It makes us think of how precious and short life 
can be. We will cherish our memories of these lives lost too soon.  
 
The memorial to Kathy Procter was included in the January bugle for anyone who missed it.  
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Memories of Dorothy Bogie  
 

We are deeply saddened to share the sudden passing of Dorothy Bogie on 
January 8th. She was out for a weekly hike with friends doing what she 
loved. 
 
She was a very active person and filled her days with many activities. She 
was a member of both the Clinton Wheel n Dealers Square Dance Club and 
the Huron Happy Hearts Round Dance Club. She has also been a member of 
the C112 Horseshoe Squares and Wheels camping club. She was instrumental 
in sharing her love of square dancing with children forming a 4H Old Time 
Square Dance Club in Londesborough. She loved working with the children 
and told other leaders that it had been a lifetime dream of hers to work with 
children. 
 
She attended aqua fit three days a weeks prior to Covid and could be found walking around town every day. 
She was active in her community being a member of Goderich Lioness Club until it folded, Londesborough 
Lions Club, Londesborough United Church choir. 
 
Blyth bible study group. She volunteered twice a week for many years with the Clinton Adult Day Centre and 
ushered at the Blyth Theatre to name a few. 
 
She was also learning to play the violin. She loved to entertain and her dinner parties were legendary. 
Dorothy truly led a full life and had a strong faith. 
 
She will be missed but not forgotten. 
 

 
Denim'N Lace - Flesherton 
Denim ‘n Lace dancers are all looking forward to getting back dancing as is apparent by talking to members 
and our Caller Jim Lee.  It’s looking a more promising with the arrival of vaccines to control the Covid –
19.  We must all respect the current Ontario lockdown, avoid all non essential travel – stay home, and continue 
to wash our hands, wear our masks, practice social distancing - and pray. 
  
Yes, it may be possible to square dance in 2021 but not likely before September.  It’s largely dependent on all 
of us getting our vaccinations as soon as possible.  By the way, Markdale and Chapman’s Ice Cream are in the 
news;   Chapman’s are providing refrigeration for the Pfizer vaccine in Grey/Bruce.  That should give us a leg 
up for getting our vaccination by summer and be ready to dance in September! 
  
Have a safe but quiet start to 2021 and we hope to “Live Lively – Square Dance” in 2021. 
  
Mel Chamberlain 
Bugle Correspondent  

 
Guys n’ Dolls Square Dance Club - Kitchener 
Greetings from the Guys ’n Dolls Club.  It has been such a long year since we were able to dance together, 
enjoyed the exercise, the yellowrocks (hugs) and the precious time with others we care about sharing life's joys 
and sorrows.  Praying this pandemic will soon be over and life can return, sure need the exercise even though 
most of us are walking and that's a great outdoor activity.  Feels so much better after breathing in all that cold, 
crisp air and looking at the many scenes of winter. 
 
It is hard to believe that next week Wiarton Willie will be making his scheduled appearance on February 2nd, 
that is if it hasn't been cancelled due to the lockdown orders.  How time flies by sitting on the couch and I am 
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really surprised with all the time this couch potato has sat there she hasn't started to sprout.  I trust everyone is 
doing well and doing the best they can sometimes recalling all the things we used to do with ease and without 
a care that now are memories.  Some of the activities that was shared was John and Lynn Ledlow's fun 
clipping their dogs, Abby and Brody when their groomer was closed.  It turned out that its a good thing there 
could be some time before they come out of hiding but good for you to take on this new challenge.   Also, 
Mark Ackersviller's van did not start after sitting too long.  So after a boost he took a drive to New Hamburg 
to charge it up fully. He said it felt like a short vacation. 
 
We wish the following two people a Happy Birthday this month.  Ray Morphy is celebrating on January 1 and 
Andy Artindale celebrates on January 26.  There are no Anniversaries for this month. 
 
Here’s a bit of Guy n’ Doll fun times from years past… 

	
 

Huron Bruce Swingers - Lucknow 
Well, here it is, the month of February and what to do? We still are not able to be dancing - except if you are 
doing it virtually, and good for you. It is also the shortest month of the year, so it should "go fast"! But there 
are many things in February that are recognized but one does not know of. So, mark your calendar for the 
following dates: 
February 2nd -  Groundhog Day - will Wiarton Willie see his shadow?   
February 4th -  World Cancer Day - will there be a day when cancer is gone? 
February 7th -  Super Bowl Day - for those who like football also Rose Day - a day to give others a rose. 
 Did you know that red roses mean romance, yellow roses mean friendship/caring, and white 

roses mean purity/remembrance  
February 9th -  National Pizza Day - support a local "take out" pizzeria and eat pizza that day  
February 10th- World Pulses Day - eat your edible seeds like dry peas, beans, lentils, chickpeas  
February 11th -  International Day of Women and Girls in science - can you name women who are in this 
field? 
February 12th - Chinese New Year - celebrate the year of the ox - have a Chinese meal today 
February 13th - World Radio Day - do you still listen to the radio? 
February 14th - Valentine's Day  - no explanation needed! 
February 15th - National Flag Day in Canada - what year did Canada's Maple Leaf flag become official? 
                           - also - Family Day in Ontario - celebrate your family - with social distancing  
February 16th - Shrove Tuesday/Pancake Day - eat pancakes and prepare for Lent 
February 17th - Ash Wednesday - for Christian friends the beginning of Lent  
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                          - also, Random Acts of Kindness Day - do something nice that day 
February 20th - Love Your Pet Day - we all have a "pet" of some kind - love them 
                          - also, World Day of Social Justice - think about that 
February 21st - International Mother Language Day - is your "mother tongue" not English - speak it for the 

day 
February 22nd - National Margarita Day - enjoy a Margarita! 
 -also, World Thinking Day for Boy Scouts  and Girls Guides around the world honouring the 

birthdays of Lord and Lady Baden Powell founders of these organizations. 
February 24th - Pink Shirt Day - wear pink as a sign against bullying  
February 28th - Rare Disease Day - do you or someone you know have a "rare disease"?  
 
And the month of February is also Heart Month, Black History in Canada month, Psychology Month, and 
National Therapeutic Recreational Month. And you thought there is not much going on in February! 
 
At this time, the Huron-Bruce Swingers send out sincere condolences to 
Mildred Purdon (and family) on the passing of her husband Archie on 
January 9th.  Archie and Mildred were one of the original couples dancing 
with the Huron-Bruce Swingers and continued dancing up until recently. 
Archie was very musical and after retiring from farming, learned to too play 
the harmonica, mandolin and bag pipes, all of which his talents were 
enjoyed by this club and others. Archie was our resident bag piper for 
Robbie Burns night. He also was the resident bag piper at the 2008 Square 
Dance convention in London, ON. Rest in peace Archie, memories will live 
on.  
 
Also, the Huron-Bruce Swingers send out condolences to family members 
and the Clinton Wheel "N" Dealers on the passing of square dancer Dorothy 
Bogie. Dorothy, a member of the Clinton Wheel "N" Dealers, was also the sister to Huron-Bruce Swinger 
member Doug Howatt.  
 
The pandemic situation continues. We all must do our part to "stay safe" - "stay at home" - "stay 
healthy".  Take care everyone. 
 
"Virtual" yellow rocks, 
Sharon McDonald 
Bugle Correspondent 

 
Huron Happy Hearts - Clinton 
It is with a sad heart that I mention the passing of Dorothy Bogie on Jan 8, 
2021.  Dorothy passed during one of her regular outdoor walks while 
enjoying a beautiful day outdoor with friends. She was a member of the 
Happy Hearts and the Clinton Wheel n Dealers for many years.  She loved 
music and loved to dance.  She will be missed by many. 
 
During January the club had a chance to do a virtual chat.  Most of the club 
gathered remotely via Zoom to have some face-to-face time (remotely).  It 
was nice to get acquainted again and to hear bits of news from everyone.  
All are doing fine, and patiently waiting for the old normal. 
 
The Bugle Guy 
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Jubilee Rounds - St. Jacobs 
Greetings from Jubilee Rounds in St. Jacobs: 
 
We hope you are enjoying this unusual winter weather.  2020 was the warmest year on record including 
December.  However, as I write this report it is snowing quite heavily today, although is it 2 Celsius.  We are 
expected to receive up to 15cm of snow.   
 
I must admit it has been nice to not have to drive in any bad weather this dance season and we are still able to 
see almost all of our club members plus a number of folks from different parts of the province (and world)  
that don’t normally have a chance to dance with us.  It really has been a great opportunity this year to be able 
to continue dancing through Zoom.  

 
 
As we mentioned last month, our club sees folks from all over Ontario plus New York, B.C. and even 
Chicago. So nice to see all those smiling faces and dancing feet! 
If you haven’t joined us yet, please do so soon!  And remember you can always turn your video off or point it 
at the ceiling if you don’t want folks to watch you dance. 
 
Special  Event!!    
Sunday February 14th.  “An Afternoon of Love Songs” Phase 3/4 Round Dance Party  
with Andrea & guest cuer Dan Roy - Be sure to sign up on our website.  Don’t miss these very special events. 
This is another opportunity to put on your Sunday best, come and dance the afternoon away, then enjoy a nice 
dinner, either prepared by you or ordered in, with a glass of wine and relax. What a great way to spend 
Valentine’s Day this year! 
 
Virtual Round Dances:  Our current program is: 
Thursday Evenings: 7:00pm – 8:00pm – Phase 2/3 with the occasional phase 4 
 
These dances are by invitation ONLY due to the potential of inappropriate “zoom bombing”! BUT … an 
invitation is easy to get… 
Please visit our website:  www.shadowlightdance.com “Contact Us” page, click on “Zoom Invitation” and 
complete the form. 

 
Wishing you all a very happy Valentine’s Day!  
In the meantime – Stay safe & healthy…. 
 
For info:  Andrea or Jeff at: 1-519-752-2172 or andrea@jeffreypriest.com 
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Check out our website and sign up for Virtual Dancing:  http://www.jeffreypriest.com  
Happy Dancing, 
Jeff Priest J  

 
Rhythm Rounds - London	
We	have	always	enjoyed	the	"Don't	Step	on	My	Toes",		Valentine's	dance	with	the	Rhythm	
Rounds.			This	year	quite	a	few	of	us	are	Zooming	our	dance	with	Andrea	and	Dan.		You	can	still	
dress	up	and	enjoy	the	dance	in	your	own	home.		I	hope	you	all	have	registered.		 
	

We	have	included	some	Valentines	for	you	to	share	(back	of	Bugle)	with	your	dance	friends	and	we	
wish	you	all,	a.....	Happy	Valentine's	Day	
	
Ed	and	Nancy	

 
Royal City Squares - Guelph 
Have you noticed the days getting longer? While we still have a few months of winter – and sheltering at 
home – to get through, we’re definitely heading for spring.  
 
We’re hearing from dancers that some are quietly hibernating at home, staying safe and perhaps not as busy as 
they might be. But others are actively embracing online dancing and the myriad other activities available and 
emerging. 
 
We wish everyone good health as we wait impatiently to return to dancing and a new world, post-covid.  
 
Club Dancing Online 
Jeff Priest’s Plus, Advanced and Introductory classes and dances, all available on Zoom, are a great way to 
stay active and engaged. They’re organized in a 2-couple format (rather than a square) and are an awesome 
way for single dancers or couples to get up and dance at home. If you haven’t tried this, then please consider 
stepping in. You’ll get some exercise, be reminded of the calls, and certainly become a better dancer. Why? 
Because you’re working with your partner (who may be a ghost) or your (ghost) corner while really 
understanding the definition of the call. It’s mentally challenging, physically satisfying and very well-
organized. The Zoom format also supports the kind of social interaction that’s so much a part of our normal 
dance culture. You’ll likely see familiar faces from our club, nearby clubs and beyond. 
 
So, whether you choose to stand up and dance, or whether you just want to watch and learn and chat, consider 
joining in once in a while or weekly. Check out the calendar on Jeff’s website, shadowlightdance.com, and 
send him an email requesting the Zoom enrollment code.  
 Plus, Tuesday evenings, 7 – 8 pm 
 Advanced, Wednesday afternoons, 1 – 2 pm 
 Progressive Introduction (Basic review class underway now, dances start January 27th),  
 Wednesday evenings, 7 – 8 pm. 
 
Planning Ahead 
In the background, regional associations are busy planning for a return to the dance floor when we are able.  
EOSARDA – the Eastern Ontario Square & Round Dance Association is considering a dance-ready face mask, 
as a way of promoting safe return to the dance floor.  
T&D – Toronto & District Square and Round Dance Association has scheduled an Executive Committee 
meeting in late January.  
SWOSDA also has an Executive meeting on January 30 to discuss a path forward. 
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Square Dance History 
There have been some wonderful online presentations recently, if you’re interested in the history of folk 
dancing in North America, including how modern square dancing has evolved over time and regional square 
dancing traditions (Maritime, Québecois, Ottawa Valley, Métis, Appalachian, etc.). You’ll find stories, calls 
and videos on the squaredancehistory website.  

 
ShadowLight Dance Club - SW Ontario 
And the snow has started….  We are supposed to receive up to 15cm today.  Wow….  
 
Special FREE Virtual Dance Introduction!  No Partner Necessary!! 
Our introductory evenings have been a great success, with almost 100 people signing up to join in the fun. We 
have had so many people join us for these dances and the positive comments have been wonderful.  We are 
really looking forward to starting our Wednesday evening 30 call relaxed dances on February 3rd.  If you are 
looking for a relaxed way to get into Virtual dancing, be sure to join us.  Sign up HERE 

 
Virtual Square and Round Dances: 
 

***Remember you can turn off your video (or point your camera to the ceiling) if you don’t want people to 
watch you dance.  Also it is totally acceptable to join in just to watch or listen to the calls and music! Your 
choice! Stay connected to your dancing friends with Zoom! 
All Weekly sessions are 60 minutes. 
 

Tuesday Evenings: PLUS 7:00pm 2 couple dancing 
Wednesday Afternoons: Advanced 1:00pm 2 couple dancing 
Wednesday Evenings: 30 call relaxed 2 couple dancing – 7:00pm 
Thursday Evenings: 7:00pm – Phase 2/3 with the occasional phase 4 
 

Due to potential inappropriate “zoom bombing”, these dances require an invitation to join!  
You must have an invitation to join in but it is easy to get.  Please visit our website: 
www.shadowlightdance.com “Contact Us” page, click on “Zoom Invitation” and complete the form.   
Sign up HERE 

 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 

Hope to see you soon as you “Zoom into Dancing”!  
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Stay Healthy and Safe! 
Happy Dancing and More – Much More! 
Andrea & Jeff Priest 
ShadowLight Dance Club 
Check out our website to sign up for Virtual Dancing - www.shadowlightdance.com

 
Sound Steppers - Owen Sound 
Hello fellow dancers and friends.  We hope everyone has been staying well. 
Although it doesn't seem like in the foreseeable future that we will be able to see each other in person we are 
truly thankful to be able to have modern technology. 
 
Many couples and singles from our clubs, from swosda,  as well as  Toronto and District and people from the 
United states have been enjoying the new nature of Zoom virtual dancing. It is such a cool way to be able to 
keep up with the dancing calls and keep them fluent and learning a new way of doing them. We get to see 
other familiar faces as well as new ones, and have fun in the comfort of our own home. 
 
The weather has been better and our numbers in Grey Bruce seem to be dropping so things are looking 
positive. 
 
We hope everyone stays warm, stay safe, stays healthy and hope to see you on the Dance Floor soon.  
Take care of each other. 
 
Linda Wedow  
Bugle Rep 

 
Strathroy Swinging Duo's  
As we look back to the March 2020 Bugle we reported that we were taking a three-week break due to COVID-
19. Little did we know that our break would likely be at least 1 ½ years! We are really hoping to be back on 
the dance floor in September.  
 
In February we would be having our Valentine dance. This year we 
will have to be creative and celebrate at home as it’s quite possible 
that we may still be in lockdown.  As we are also club Historians, we 
are able to research the albums/archives.   
 
We discovered that the Swinging Duos hosted a Valentine dinner 
and dance on Saturday, February 9, 2002 at the Komoka Community 
Centre.   
 
A quote from the bugle” Over a year ago, our club was asked to host 
the annual Valentine Dinner Dance, which had been hosted by the 
Swinging Wheels for the past 22 years. Our membership was 
consulted and agreed to hold this event.” There were 178 at the 
dinner and 23 squares = 184 dancers for the evening dance.  
 
On January 29, 2007 our club welcomed Grace and Currie Burchill 
as Round dance cuer. Grace and Currie have since retired and remain 
active members of our club.  
 
Dorothy Wilton is giving them a warm welcome on their first night.  
 
It is our prayer that everyone remains physically and mentally healthy. We will meet again in a square. 
 
Yellow Rock, 
Jake and Jean Hamstra 
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Thames Valley Dance Club - Woodstock 
Looking out my window, at the sun glistening frosty reflections dancing on a blanket of snow reminds me of 
happier times at the Thames Valley Dance Club. 
The laughter, the comradery, and the enjoyment of dancing to music as our caller Ed Dolson puts us through 
our paces is missed. 
 
Ed, also being a round dance cuer as well as a square dance caller allowed us to enjoy diversity in our dancing 
evenings. How we miss our friends, our night out and all that is part of the activity we have come to enjoy. We 
look forward to those days again and with the vaccine on the horizon, perhaps some light is seen at the end of 
the tunnel. 
 
We are enjoying our monthly trivia nights via “Zoom” and so appreciate the time and energies that our 
President couple, Doug and Lois Turvey have put into these fun times. Great to see everyone, laugh and hear 
how everyone is doing and what is going on in their lives. At our last trivia night on January 4, our winner was 
Ruth Beresten who won a prize of unbelievable value. We invite anyone, from any other club, interested in 
joining us for our next trivia night on Monday February 8 to drop an e-mail to zoringtowncrier@xplornet.com 
and a link will be provided with explanation on how to join us. 
 
Stay safe and healthy. 
 
Bugle Correspondent for TVDC 
 
MEMORIES   : 
 

My Dad is cleaning out my grandmother's house (she died in December) and he brought me an old Royal 
Crown Cola bottle. In the bottle top was a stopper with a bunch of holes in it. I knew immediately what it was, 
but my daughter had no idea. She thought they had tried to make it a salt shaker or something. I knew it as the 
bottle that sat on the end of the ironing board to 'sprinkle' clothes with because we didn't have steam irons. 
Man, I am old   . 
 

How many do you remember   ? 
Head lights dimmer switches on the floor   .  
Ignition switches on the dashboard   .  
Pant leg clips for bicycles without chain guards   .  
 
 

 
 

A group of 40-year-old buddies discuss and discuss where they should meet for dinner. Finally it is agreed 
upon that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen restaurant because the waitress's there have low cut 
blouses and nice breasts. 
 
10 years later, at 50 years of age, the group meets again and once again they discuss where they should meet. 
Finally it is agreed upon that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen because the food there is very good 
and the wine selection is good also. 
 
10 years later at 60 years of age, the group meets again and once again they discuss where they should meet. 
Finally it is agreed upon that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen because they can eat there in peace 
and quiet and the restaurant is smoke free. 
 
10 years later, at 70 years of age, the group meets again and once again they discuss where they should meet. 
Finally it is agreed upon that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen because the restaurant is wheel 
chair accessible and they even have an elevator. 
 
10 years later, at 80 years of age, the group meets again and once again they discuss where they should meet. 
Finally it is agreed upon that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen & agree that would it would be a 
great idea because they have never been there before.* 
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Presents… 

Sunday February 14, 2021 
2:00pm – 4:00pm 

In The Comfort of Your Own Home! 

Phase 3 & 4 Round Dance Party 

This dance is by invitation ONLY! Please visit our website Calendar.  
www.shadowlightdance.com  

click on “Invitation” and complete the form. 

“Tip Jar” for those who wish! 
PayPal:  jeff@shadowlightdance.com 

E-Transfer:  jeff@shadowlightdance.com 
 If your bank requires a password use “virtualdance” 

ZOOM into Dancing!  

Andrea Priest Dan Roy 

With  

Another great opportunity to break out your Sunday best! 
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V al en t in e' s   Cut  -  Out s   For   Your   Dance  Fr i end s  
 

 
 
 

 
 

                     
 
 
 
 

                   
 
 
 
 


