
 

 

Social Circles and Dancing 
I know that many of us are eager to get back on the dance floor.  But we need to do it 
safely which means respecting all government imposed restrictions and conditions.. 
 
Yesterday the Ontario government approved a new concept called "Social Circles" which 
at first glance seems to offer the possibility to form at least one square of dancers or to 
allow a limited amount of round dancing.  But before we get too carried away let's look at 
the details.  
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
 
The provincial government loosened pandemic guidelines on Friday, which now allows for 
people to see those outside their households without social distancing. 
 
 
Chief medical officer of health Dr. David Williams endorsed social “circles” of 10 for these 
expanding networks, meaning people can come into close contact with up to nine others, 
provided they all follow some guidelines.  This comes on the heels of what provincial 
health minister Christine Elliott called a “promising trend” in COVID-19 cases, as they’ve 
dipped below 200 active infections for the first time since March. 
 
The government released five rules circles should follow: 
- start with your current circle (a.k.a., your immediate household), a 
- add more if under 10,  
- make sure everyone agrees to be in the circle 
- continue physical distancing from all others, and 
-“be true to your circle” — being in multiple circles is a no-go 
 
>>>>> 
 
So in theory, assuming that a safe location could be found, it might be possible to form a 



 

square with 2 dancers as spares or assemble a small group of round dancers.  But keep 
in mind that people in Ontario are still dying from this pandemic.  Accordingly, for now, 
any such group would have to: 
- consist of the same 10 people 
- include in its number any other non-dancing family members and 
- have to be a clear understanding that there would be NO membership in any other 
social circle. 
 
In addition to the foregoing, any club considering starting dancing, even on this reduced 
scale, should be aware that the Canadian Square and Round Dance Society has advised 
that our square dance insurance policy excludes coverage for any COVID-19 
related damages including any economic damage done as a result of a hall having to 
close due to a COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
As a result, the club, or any dancers forming an ad-hoc group, will be liable for any 
damages resulting from their actions or from their failure to take appropriate measure to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
 
Things are gradually easing in Ontario and some day we may be able to meet again on 
the dance floor.  But for now, patience would seem to be the order of the day. 
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