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BUGLE 
Square and Round Dancers of South Western Ontario Inc. 

  
   

 WEBSITE: www.swosda.ca    E-MAIL: bugle@swosda.ca 
  

 

February, 2020 
Volume 58  Number 6 
President's Message 

 
 
Can you believe it? Someone stole January!  
 
The old adage applies here, “Time flies when you’re having fun!” But this is ridiculous! We must have had 
one heck of a fun first month of 2020.  Seriously, to all of you, our wish for a healthy, happy and prosperous 
year as we go forward in this new decade. 
 
Now that we are back to our familiar routine of dance events, we would like to mention a few points of interest 
some of which were perhaps mentioned during the “Club Corner” in November.   As clubs plan their yearly 
calendars, when a special event is planned, please let the Bugle editor Dan Roy know of this. He can then 
include the information in the publication, so nearby club members might plan to support you.   
 
Also, of particular importance, if your club is celebrating a milestone such as a 40th anniversary, please let the 
Secretary, Linda Charleton know the details. Linda prepares the awards and/or certificates of appreciation as 
necessary, as well we on the SWOSDA board would like to come and join you in marking your special 
occasion.  
 
Lastly, we are always looking for clubs to offer to host a monthly SWOSDA DANCE, which takes place 
always on the fourth Saturday of the month. These are such fun events, and easy to manage, even for a new or 
small club. The hall used for this dance is paid for by SWOSDA, and Chairman of Halls and Refreshments, 
Mark Ackersviller has updated a “How to Host a SWOSDA Dance” paper to help you with a step by step plan 
for the day. Mark would love to hear from you, for future planning.  
 
For any dancers who have not attended one of these dances, we would encourage to tag along with some of 
your fellow club members, and see for yourself what a great time we all have. First time attendees are admitted 
½ price, just “sayin’!” 
 
At this time, we take a moment to thank all who work in any way, shape or form, to further this wonderful and 
fun dance movement. Let’s enjoy our “FRIENDSHIP SET TO MUSIC”! 
 
SWOSDA - President Couple 
Jim Ferris and Dot Mitchell 
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Saturday January 25, 2020 
 

Hosted by Royal City Squares 
Guelph, ON 

 

 
The first SWOSDA dance of the new decade was held on January 25, 2020, hosted by the Royal City 
Squares.  This afternoon only program was held at the Paisley Road Public School in Guelph.  The weather 
cooperated, allowing approximately 90 dancers and six caller/cures from 14 clubs to enjoy each other’s 
company. 
 
The program commenced at 1 pm with half an hour of Phase 3/4 round dancing with cuers Andrea Priest and 
Dan Roy.  The remainder of the afternoon was a mixture of Mainstream and Plus dances interspersed with 
Rounds. 
 
A big thank you to our two cuers , and our callers: Jeff Priest, Dave Williamson, Merv Reid, Tom Charlton, 
and Brian McIsaac.  It’s great to have experienced callers, and newer callers gaining that valuable experience.   
 
Thank you to the Royal City Squares for hosting and keeping us supplied with refreshments that appealed to 
our sweet tooth. 
 
Your executive met in the morning discussing various items pertaining to applications for reimbursement of 
new callers courses, as well as what times work best for holding SWOSDA dances. They are also urging all 
clubs to avoid scheduling competing events on the fourth Saturday of the month, so that we can all be free to 
attend our SWOSDA dances. 
 
Our secretary couple, Linda and Tom Charlton, and our treasurers Gerry and Don Richardson would like to 
retire from their positions after this year, so if you are able and willing to serve in one of these capacities, 
contact the nominating committee: Avril and Austin Hayward and Tom Charlton. 
 
We hope to see you all at the next Swosda dance on February 22nd, hosted by The Thames Valley Dance Club 
at Maranatha Christian Reformed Church.  This dance will also be an afternoon only, from 1 -5 pm. 
 
In the meantime, enjoy your home club dances and have a happy Valentine’s Day. 
 
 
 

 
 

Caller's Clinic News 
Next Meeting – TBD – see Website 

 
See Website for Minutes of last meeting 

 
Frosh Dances are Scheduled for – March 14 & April 18, 2020 

 
These dances are specially held for the newer dancer 
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SWOSDA is a member run organization! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Entrance is on Champlain Ave between the 4th and 5th houses on the right! 

Square & Round Dancers Of South Western Ontario 

SWOSDA 

Monthly Special in Woodstock 
February 22, 2020 

Afternoon ONLY ~ 1:00 – 5:00 ~ $7.00 per dancer 
Hosted by: Thames Valley Dance Club 

Location: Maranatha Christian Reformed Church 
735 Frontenac Cres., Woodstock - N4V 0B1 

For further information or program details Please visit: www.swosda.ca   
Or Contact: 

Hosts:  Ed & Nancy Dolson 
e-mail: nancydolson0408@yahoo.ca   ~  Ph: (519) 451-9299 

SWOSDA Contact: Jeff & Andrea Priest  ~  jeff@jeffreypriest.com 

London 

Kitchener 
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SWOSDA 
Remember When...  

 
Looking Back – 2020-02 

 
Feb. Bugle 1970 The Bugle Editors had chosen to share an excerpt from Ottawa’s newsletter “Square Time”.  
It was entitled “What Kind of Member Are You?” 

1. Some members are like wheelbarrows – not good unless pushed. 
2. Some are like canoes – they need to be paddled. 
3. Some are like kites = if you don’t keep a string on them, they’ll fly away. 
4. Some are like kittens - they are more content when petted. 
5. Some are like footballs – you can’t tell which way they will bounce next. 
6. Some are like balloons – full of wind and likely to blow up unless handled carefully. 
7. Some are 100% members in regular attendance and very cooperative. 

Feb. Bugle 1980 included a report of SWOSDA’s 20th Anniversary Celebration held the previous October in 
St. Thomas but reported in Canadian Dancer News. In this report, it was stated.  “Despite the warning from the 
skeptics, who were convinced that such an association could not succeed, the South Western Ontario Square 
Dance Association was formed and, from the humble beginning of eight clubs to its present number and its 
richly deserved place in square dancing history – A UNIQUE ORGANIZATION RUN BY AND FOR 
SQUARE DANCERS” ( Were the original SWOSDA  organizers  following the motto found in a previous 
Bugle – “If you try, you might,  If you don’t you won’t.” Wouldn’t they be pleased to know that we have 
already celebrated the 60th Anniversary and have extended to include round dancers?) 
In this issue, they also shared the following seasonally related tidbits. 
 
Woman was made from the rib of man, she was not created from his head - to top him, nor from his feet 
- to be stepped on.  She was made from his side – to be equal to him, from beneath his arm – to be 
protected by him, near his heart – to be loved by him. (Anonymous) 
 
I am a little thing with a big meaning.  I help everybody.  I unlock doors, open hearts, dispel prejudice. I 
create friendship and goodwill. I inspire respect and admiration. I bore nobody. I violate no law. I cost 
nothing. I am pleasing to those in high and low position.  I am useful every minute of the day.  Many 
have praised, none have condemned me.  I am COURTESY.  (taken from Cathedral Chimes, NZ) 
 
Feb. Bugle 1990 shared instructions on making the official Royal Blue Circular Skirt with White Trilliums for 
the upcoming National Convention, as well as Lacy Pettipants.  The authors also copied a discussion on 
Cliques complete with the following advice.  “So, if you are one of the culprits in an organized clique, get 
out there and “unclique” yourself, and join the other square dancers.   You’ll get a lot more out of our 
favourite activity and so will everyone else.”   They apparently couldn’t resist, nor could I, this reprint from 
a 1977 Bugle. – Don’t sit around and broaden your rim.  Come to square dancing and keep yourself 
trim. 
 
Feb. Bugle 2000 Like most other Bugle issues at this time of year, someone includes a message encouraging 
dancers to volunteer for a turn on the executive.  In this case it was the Presidents Dan & Rhetha asking, 
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“Where can you, do what you enjoy, travel to new grounds, and meet so many nice people, while still 
fulfilling such an obligation?” In her Flashback article Mary Steward reminded us that if new dancers are 
wanted for the future a good mainstream program must be offered, and everyone must do their share in 
encouraging some new basic dancers..  Also included was a previous message by Jim and Lerine Gillespie 
with a story about Hitchhikers and Drivers.  How many of these do you recognize in your club or association. 
As I scanned this issue, my eye was caught by promos for upcoming conventions e.g. Sail into the Century - 
Convention 2000, Vancouver, and The Place for You in 2002 – New Brunswick,  This has inspired me to 
skim through the other convention year Bugles to add the slogans to my booklet on the Conventions.  I’d be 
glad to add any info, interesting anecdotes, or pictures that you’d be willing to share.  
 
Feb. Bugle 2010 Carol Down featured in this issue’s   Flashback article, information by Earle Park, a 
caller/cuer from Saskatchewan about the beginnings of the Canadian Federation of Square and Round 
Dancing. Due in part to the folks who had travelled across Canada on the Centennial Train, a steering 
committee had been set up to bring forward information that would be beneficial to dancers across Canada.  
Funds were required to launch this program. Stetson Strutters of Ottawa had agreed to turn over their calendar 
project. 
 
I’d like to finish off this with a quote from Austin and Avril in their dance report. They say it so well. 
“We have learned that dancing, like all things artistic, is essentially a craft that involves developing 
certain and particular knowledge and specialized skills, gaining experience, making errors, breaking 
down the occasion square and learning from the errors.  As we become more conscious of techniques 
and learning calls and positioning, we never lose sight of the friendships we have gained as we journey 
into and through our dancing experiences.  … Embrace and enjoy the time you spend, with others, be it 
on the dance floor or in your everyday life.  Don’t let the frustration of a broken-down square spoil your 
love of dance.  Smile, learn from your or someone else’s mistake and like life itself, carry on with 
renewed passion.” 
 
Keep those photos and clippings coming in. Future historians will really appreciate your efforts as much as I 
do now. 
 
Wishing you many years of dancing ahead. 
Dorothy Dahm, SWOSDA Historian  dndahm@sympatico.ca  519-842-9212 
 

 

 

Recruitment Assistance Funding Available 
 
Over the past year some clubs have received funding for dance promotion, 
truck/car signs, etc, but some have yet to make a request.   
 
$100 can be requested per club  (spending plan & receipts req’d).   

 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE 

 
Rhetha & I will be on vacation including the first week of March.  
This means the March Bugle will not be published till about March 8.  
Thank you for your patience and understanding. 
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PLEASE NOTE 

Secretary & Treasurer Required 
 
 

The SWOSDA Secretary and Treasurer tasks are completed by  
appointed positions on the SWOSDA Executive 

 
 

Treasurer – Gerry Richardson – Took the job on a temporary basis after the sudden passing of Bob 
Clarke.  Due to other family obligations, she would like to step down, and offer her position to some other 
individual.  Duties include: 

• Ensuring the associations financial activities are recorded and properly maintained 
• Provide a financial report at General and Executive meetings. 
• Receives all association monies and co-sign payments for rendered services. 
• Ensure an annual audit is completed of all activities shortly after financial close. 

 
Secretary – Linda Charlton – Has filled the position for quite some time, and feels it’s time for her to 
pass the torch.  She is prepared to work with, and offer assistance to anyone interested in the position.  Duties 
include: 

• Serve as recording secretary at Executive and General Meetings 
• Assist with agenda preparation and distributes minutes 
• Communicate with SWOSDA membership regarding Association activities and business 
• Maintain up to date record of club membership. 
• Ensure association and corporate records are properly maintained. 
• Other duties as required. 

 
If you are interested, or know of anyone who may be interested, please contact anyone on the Executive for 
more details on either position.  Only with your help, can we maintain these positions, and provide direction in 
SWOSDA’s future. 
 
 

  

www.facebook.com/swosda 

 
 
 
Hospital regulations require a wheel chair for patients being discharged. However, while working as a student 
nurse, I found one elderly gentleman already dressed and sitting on the bed with a suitcase at his feet, who 
insisted he didn't need my help to leave the hospital. 
 
After a chat about rules being rules, he reluctantly let me wheel him to the elevator.  
On the way down I asked him if his wife was meeting him. 
 
'I don't know,' he said. 'She's still upstairs in the bathroom changing out of her hospital gown.'  
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FEATURE 
 

Traditions   ….   Traditions Matter. 
 
Frank Sonnenberg writes …. 
“Traditions represent a critical piece of our culture. They help form the structure and foundation of our 
families and our society. They remind us that we are part of a history that defines our past, shapes who we are 
today, and who we are likely to become.  Once we ignore the meaning of our traditions, we are in danger of 
damaging the underpinning of our identity.” 
 
Traditions guide us every day in everything we do, holidays, family and even Square Dancing. 
I, for one, am saddened by the tendency of dancers to drift away from Square Dance traditions, and I see it 
everywhere we go to dance.  What ever happened to Square Dance attire?  Only twelve years ago when we 
first started dancing, we were drawn to the beautiful skirts, flowing crinolines, collar dogs, bolos, belt buckles 
and bows. What ever happened to men wearing long sleeve shirts, door greeters and yellow rocks? 
 
We can use all the excuses we like as to the reasons why some of our square dance traditions have faded into 
obscurity, but the fact remains we are losing our identity, part of the history that reminds us of our past. 
 
The tradition of dressing in Square Dance attire contributes a sense of comfort and belonging.  It makes 
us proud to be a part of this wonderful activity we call square dancing.  It provides a forum to showcase, 
to be role models, and a portal to celebrate dance.  It allows us to showcase the principles of our activity 
founders, and bonds us together as belonging to a unique group. 
 
You won’t see the Scottish dance without their kilts or proud First Nations people celebrate their culture 
without being dressed in regalia appropriate to the occasion.  Why is it “ok” to mock our activity by dancing in 
street clothes? 
 
Now, I look out onto the dance floor and see short sleeve shirts, sneakers, jeans, slacks and even shorts.  Same 
thing I can see if I were standing on the corner of Main and First Streets downtown.  At the last dance we 
attended, my wife and I were the only dancers in full square dance attire, and we felt alienated, like we didn’t 
belong. 
 
We feel that we must utilizes every opportunity available to us to reinforce the values and beliefs that we hold 
close to our hearts.  The alternative to action is to take these values for granted.  If we continue to disregard 
these values, we will open our eyes one day to traditions unrecognizable, and the original fabric of our activity 
will be torn to a point of no return.  Could this be one of the reasons dancers have drifted off into obscurity?  
We might just as well toss away our square dance clothes and head down to the local community center on a 
Saturday night to dance. 
 
Our intolerance to these traditional changes in our activity, is rooted in our fear that Square Dancing as we 
knew it will vanish along with the values and identities that are part of its history.  Then again, we can’t expect 
others to abandon their values any more than we would forsake our own, and we respect that. 
 
Consider we are losing our identity, the uniqueness of our activity that makes us stand out from the crowd, the 
feeling of being “special”. 
 
I am sure that there are many root causes and consequences to this rapid erosion of our square dance traditions, 
and to analyze and study these may or may not, have any influence toward saving them.  My voice may be 
trivial and taken as a rant, but at least I have planted a seed in voicing my disapproval of the road this has 
taken and given you all food for thought.   
 
See you on the dance floor…….  
We will be the dancers wearing Square Dance attire, and yes, we love our hugs. 
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CLUB NEWS 
Send Club News to bugle@swosda.ca 

  
Centennial Beavers - London 
January  blessed us with decent weather and we danced the month with full attendance.  We had a lot of fun at 
our beach holiday dance.  Check out the pictures... we are a bit crazy but we have fun in everything we do!   

   
We also got our new badges this month.  Centennial Beavers has a new logo. Brighter, lighter and a double 
square with a CB in the middle and since 1967 on the badge. Not many clubs can say they have been alive for 
more than 53 years. Quite an accomplishment! 
 
February 14th ... perfect night for a Sweetheart Dance. If you have nowhere to dance that night bring your girl and dance 
with us!  
 
Great Cause…. 
The Centennial Beavers spent a week sewing, knitting, cutting and assembling Nests, Roo Bags, Koala mitts, 
small beds and a few more necessary items to help with the wildlife in Australia burned by the fires.  
Thousands of Canadians are knitting, crocheting and sewing items for wild animals displaced by massive bush 
fires in Australia after a rescue organization put out a call for help. 
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Crafters are using fabric and yarn to make handmade joey pouches, bird and rodent nests, bat wraps, hanging 
pouches, blankets, animal beds and sweaters, possum and bird boxes.  
 
The Animal Rescue Craft Guild, based in Australia, says orphaned or injured koalas, bats and baby kangaroos 
need the tightly woven handmade items to feel safe and secure after their habitat has burned and they have 
been made homeless.The fires have killed an estimated 500 million animals in Australia since October, 
according to an Associated Press report. Twenty-five people are dead, nearly 1,900 homes destroyed, more 
than 100,000 people have been forced to leave their homes and more than 12.5 million hectares of bushland 
have burned.  
 
The package was sent on to Australia by the Animal Rescue Craft Guild at the end of January.  We thank our 
busy BEAVERS for their humanitarian work.  Job well done dancers! �  

 
Clinton Wheel 'N' Dealers 
27 Percival Street, Clinton 
 

Presidents – Don and Kathy Procter 519-357-9557  
Caller – Dave and Blanche Paulen – 519-348-8335  
 

Dancing Wednesdays 7:30-9:30 pm Mainstream with announced Plus Tips  
Traditional and Casual Attire welcome at our regular club dances  
Regular Dances - January 8th – May 6th, 2020 
 
We continue to enjoy our winter dancing as we look back to see that half the winter is now behind us.  Our 
attendance may be down over the winter months but there is plenty of enthusiasm to make up for the numbers.   
REMINDER:  All round dancers that would like to enjoy an extra round dance, Ian is cueing one piece of 
music ahead of the beginning of our square dance night.   
 
We remind all our members of our Valentine’s Day Potluck to be held this year on Wednesday, February 12th.  
We will arrive for 6:00 and enjoy our potluck dinner at 6:30 followed by another wonderful evening of 
dancing provided by our callers Dave and Blanche and rounds cued by Ian Hulley.   
 
We remind our club members that we currently do not have a Vice President in place.  It takes us all to do our 
parts to keep the club moving forward.  Please consider taking up this role or help encourage someone else 
that you feel might be able to step up to this position in our club.   
 
Reminder that we dance in a fragrance free, nut free environment.   
Ian and Debbie Hulley 
Publicity Contacts  519-482-7972 

 
Country Squares – Rostock 
Club Christmas photo – always something happening at the Country Squares.  We enjoyed a delicious 
Christmas potluck supper and then had fun dancing with our square dancing friends. A good time was had by 
all.  Drop in for a visit some time! 
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Denim'N Lace - Flesherton 
Happy New Year to All.  May we all Live Lively – Square Dance! in 2020.  Denim ‘N Lace is off to a great 
start for the New Year with three well attended dances. 
 
Our Special Dance for January was Western Night held on January 22; it surpassed our expectations.  The hall 
was decorated for the occasion – a toy pony hitched to a western toy wagon loaded with stuffed animals, 
ropes, a genuine lasso, western pictures and signs; the dudes and lasses were dressed in their western best.  
Sausages and sauerkraut, beans and wieners, snow chips, and desserts were served at 6:00 pm. An added 
feature was western music provided by Ellison Boyce and Elwyn McGuire on violin, banjo and guitar – a 
western hoedown – to which dancers waltzed and two-stepped with glee.  
 
The good cheer continued into Square Dancing at 7:00 pm with five squares of dancers.  Caller, Jim Lee 
commended the new dancers suggesting that they are progressing well towards their graduation on May 6. A 
lively hour of Plus dancing followed the new dancers to the enjoyment of all. 
 

Valentine’s Day is coming up and our Special Valentine’s Dance is on February 12 at 7:00 pm.  Planning is 
underway and I’m sure members will be bringing along some special Valentine treats.  So, dress up in your 
favorite Valentine shirts and outfits and come out for another enjoyable evening of modern square dancing 
with Jim Lee.   Like us on Facebook   DENIM ’N LACE 
 

Mel Chamberlain 
Bugle Correspondent 

 
Elora Grand Squares - Elora 
Elora Public School, 288 East Mill Street 
 
Caller: Jeff Priest 
 
Since Jeff has been enjoying the sunny 
south for the last month or so we haven't 
been dancing much.  However, in 
November we had a 50/60 night that we 
haven't show cased yet in the Bugle...so 
here you have a few of us that got together 
and wore our poodle skirts.  Aren't we glad 
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that's not the fashion of the day and have to wear such outfits now a day in public!  
 
By the time this gets posted we will have had our Disney Night with Jeff bringing his Florida experiences back 
home. Wonder what Mickey trinket he'll be wearing on next months Bugle photo…..stay posted!! 
 
Joan Klapwyk, Publicity 

 
Guys n’ Dolls Square Dance Club - Kitchener 
At the guys and dolls club we ended 2019 with a wonderful and fun New Year's Eve dance and cold 
buffet.  Over 4 squares attended and we thoroughly enjoyed the music selections Dan chose to call to, the 
fellowship of some old familiar dancers, and of course to end the dance night with the friendship circle song 
and singing the old year out and the new year in.  Many provided a terrific buffet that was enjoyed by all; 
many thanks to everyone.  What a great night was enjoyed by all, and if you happened to miss it be sure to 
check it out December 2020 for details. 

 
 On our upcoming schedule January 10 is a regular dance with class from 7-8 pm.  Regular mainstream, plus 
and rounds from 8-10 pm. Hope you can join us. 
 
January 24 is muffin night. 
Looking forward to February 7th is our special Valentines dance. 
 
For information about our club please contact Mark at 519-742-0653, or our caller Dan at 519-650-1237. 
 
Till we dance together again, 
Donna Reed, Bugle gal. 
Guys and Dolls Club. 

 
Hanover Happy Twirlers - Hanover 
Happy New Year to all of our fellow square dancers. The Hanover Happy Twirlers have not been very lucky 
when it comes to dance nights. Our Christmas Party planned for December 10 2019, we had to cancel because 
of bad weather and road conditions. We then went on our Christmas break. We were to start dancing on 
January 7 2020, when once again we were forced to cancel because of the flu and colds throughout the club, 
even Lorne and Cecile were hit with the bug. So the only dance we had was on January 14, when we had 
enough healthy dancers to hold a dance. The numbers were small but everyone enjoyed the evening. 



Page 12 of 17 

The flyers for our Sundae on a Saturday dance with Jim Lee on April 18 should be out to your clubs very 
soon, as well it is listed on the SWOSDA coming events page. 
 
The club, because of vacations, illness and school availability, will be cancelling all dances for the month of 
February 2020. We will start dancing again on March 3 2020. 
 
Have a safe and healthy start to 2020. 
Eric & Joyce Fatum 
Bugle Correspondents 

 
Huron Bruce Swingers - Lucknow 
Well, "Mother Nature" did not co-operate on January 8th, so our first dance of 2020 was cancelled. But we got 
back dancing on January 15th with two squares attending. Let's hope we get in our dances for the remainder of 
the month of January, which will include our "Robbie Burns" dance on January 22nd. 
 
So now it is February - the month of love. Every month should be a month of love! It is also the month when 
we celebrate "Ground Hog Day".  Will that little guy see his shadow or not? And the year 2020 is a leap year - 
so February has another day added to the month.   
 
A "Valentine❤" dance is to be held on February 12, with the men providing the 
lunch for their "Valentines❤"  Should be interesting! Then the next week we've 
been asked to come to R-Villa in Ripley to "entertain" the residents. For being the 
"shortest" month of the year, there is a lot going on. It should make the winter go 
faster provided "Mother Nature" allows us to get out and dance.  You are welcome 
to join us, but please check first to be sure we are not cancelled.  
 
Yellow Rocks to all, 
Sharon McDonald, 
Bugle Correspondent. 

 
Huron Happy Hearts - Clinton 
All is quiet at the Happy Hearts.  We are taking a break till Friday March 6, 2020. 
It’s always a good idea to check the website before coming in case of cancellations. 
The snow is delightful, but the weather can be frightful! 
 
The Bugle Guy 

 
Jubilee Rounds - St. Jacobs 

Greetings from Jubilee Rounds in St. Jacobs: 
Well, we celebrated Christmas in Florida this year and missed the January Bugle so first let us wish you all a 
very Happy and Healthy 2020!  Our vacation was wonderful and we are re-charged and ready to get back to 
dancing. 
  
Our regular program resumed on January 23, 2020.  We dance straight Phase 3 from 7:00 – 7:30 and then 
Phase 2/3 from 7:30 – 9:30.  We will continue to provide new dances and in each month we will strive to 
include 3 new teaches and one evening of just “dancing”.  This program will give you lots of new dances to 
learn and also provide some quality dance floor time. 
 
On Saturday February 29th we will be having an Intro to Cha Cha Clinic.  This is for anyone who has an 
interest in learning some Cha Cha figures.  There is no experience necessary.  Just come and join us for a fun 
afternoon of Dancing and take away a short routine for the social dance floor as well. 
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On March 14th we will be having a Rhythm Concepts Clinic where we will work on Waltz and Rumba.  This is 
designed for Dancers who have Phase 3 experience in either or both of these two rhythms.  We will be 
exploring some Phase 4 figures. 

 
Jubilee is still at St. James Lutheran Church in St. Jacobs dancing on Thursday evening. Visitors are always 
welcome!  If you wish to join us, please feel free to come out Thursdays at 7:00pm.  During the winter months 
we post cancellations by 4:00pm.  Check our website www.shadowlightdance.com before you leave home.  
 
For info:  Andrea or Jeff at: 1.519.752.2172 or andrea@jeffreypriest.com 
Printable flyers are on our website:  www.jeffreypriest.com  
 
Happy Dancing, 
Jeff Priest J  

 
Royal City Squares - Guelph 
Royal City Squares Blasted off again on January 11th with a well-attended Basic I Workshop timed to 
facilitate January class registrations, not just in Guelph but at any MWSD club committed to a second intake 
for any eager new dancers who missed the traditional September start up. This session, like the weekly 
Tuesday night Basic and Mainstream classes with caller extraordinaire Jeff Priest, is offered through the Upper 
Grand District School Board, a partnership that has served our Club well.  
 
For the Blast! Dave Williamson called and entertained. We danced and laughed. Thanks Dave! Many thanks 
too to the Angels who stepped in to help and contributed to an energetic and learning-rich day. Among those 
who came were Bill Russell, president of the Canadian Olde Tyme Square Dance Callers Association and 
eight people who attended as part of an active day together celebrating a family birthday.  
 
Our joint dance with SWOSDA on Saturday, January 25th was a big success – at the height of the afternoon 
we had 10 squares dancing, with some people watching. All the callers and cuers did a great job, but we were 
particularly happy to be there to support our own Brian MacIsaac, who has been regularly honing his calling 
skills under Jeff’s expert tutelage. Brian always has us in stiches from his jokes and this dance was no 
exception. A good time was had by all. 
  

A priority for the Club has been developing callers. Brian generally calls one tip each week and continues to 
develop his mastery. And young Wesley Knierem has not only called during open mic night, but has been 
calling at some nearby olde tyme dances, including for his 4H club dancing at the national traditional square 
dance competition at the Royal Winter Fair in November. We hope to offer another chance at the mic this 
spring for anyone interested in trying their hand at calling. 
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Like so many clubs, we are challenged to attract and retain new dancers, and especially younger dancers. This 
year, we are fortunate to have six – yes six! – young students, ranging in age from 10 – 15 enrolled in Basic 
and Plus. They learn fast and bring bright new energy to the dance floor. Say hello when you see them: 
Adessa, Ariana, Autumn, Logan, Mark, Wesley.  
 
Plan to come to the Royal City for our afternoon and evening T&D Dance on March 7th (Mainstream, Plus, 
Rounds) and our Freshman Frolic (Basic, Mainstream) on April 18th. 
 
Contributed by Lorna Irwin and Judy Greenhill 

 
ShadowLight Dance Club - SW Ontario 
Greetings!  Well, as we were enjoying the warm weather of Florida in December we missed the January Bugle 
so we would like to wish you a Happy New Year!!  We hope 2020 will be all you are hoping for.  
 
 

Visit our website Calendar page for ALL our flyers www.shadowlightdance.com 
 
 
As many of you know, our dance business is our full time occupation and we have a very active schedule.  
Your continued support is very much appreciated.  
 
Squares:  
Monday Afternoons:  A-2 Dance with Review in Cambridge 
Friday Afternoons:  A-2 Dance with Review in Lobo 
 
We are also involved in four evening groups … 
Monday Evenings:  Grand Squares – Elora – Intro to Plus with a few FULL Plus tips 
Tuesday Evenings:  Royal City Squares – Guelph – Basic dancers with Intro to Mainstream   
Wednesday Evenings:  Royal City Squares – Guelph - PLUS Teach followed by Full PLUS Dance 
Thursday Evenings:  Jubilee Rounds – St. Jacobs – Phase 2/3 Rounds. 
 
Dance Events:  Mark your calendar for these great dances! 

 
February 29th Afternoon:  Intro to Cha Cha – No Dance Experience Required!  Come for an afternoon of 
FUN! 
In the evening we will be hosting our “Sweetheart Swirl” PLUS dance.  A bit late but being the 5th Saturday, 
we thought it would be fun to end the month on a love theme. 
 
March 14th Afternoon:  Rhythm Concepts Workshop. This afternoon is designed for those currently dancing 
Phase 3 Waltz and/or Rumba as we will explore some Phase 4 figures in both these rhythms. 
In the evening we will be hosting our “Wearin o’ The Green” PLUS dance. 
 
Camp & Dances:  It is never too early to think about the Camp and Dance groups.  As space is limited, register 
early to secure your spot.  May 7 – 10, 2020 is The Trillium Spring Fling known as the “The Puddle Jumper” 
for PLUS dancers that takes place at The Rock Glen Family Resort in Arkona – Rock Glen has cabins too, so 
it’s not just for campers.  This will be our 50th year and our FINAL event.  If you wish to join us, please 
register early as space is limited.   
 
We also host our “Advanced Extravaganza” for Advanced Dancers here in September.  September 10 – 13, 
2020 will be our 6th year and this weekend will continue for the for-seeable future.   
 
If you would like to join us for either of these weekends, the flyers are on the SWOSDA website, our website 
or you can contact us and we will send you a flyer! 
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Dance Parties: 
ShadowLight Enterprises is very involved in introducing Square, Round and Line dancing to various new 
groups all through the year.  Keep us in mind if you know of a group that might be interested in a Square 
Dance Party or Round Dance Party.   We do many private parties for Birthdays, Anniversaries, Weddings, 
Pre-wedding parties, as well as “Just Because” parties. 
 
Happy Dancing and More – Much More! 
Andrea & Jeff Priest 
ShadowLight Dance Club 
Check out our website for flyers - www.shadowlightdance.com 
519-752-2172 

 
Silver Streak Square Dance Club - Woodstock 
The folks are dancing up a storm, but not a snow storm; our caller Tom Charlton just keeps us moving to the  
beat of the music and makes us work hard, and we love it. 
 
We have been fortunate with the weather so far, not having to cancel any dances.  We had a wonderful 
Christmas party with lots of great finger food and everyone in the Christmas spirit. January everyone was back 
and ready to dance with a long break, from our early December dance. 
 
Wishing all the clubs and wonderful New Year and lots of fun dancing. 
Pat Catt 

 
Sound Steppers - Owen Sound 
Hello fellow dancers, hope everyone has been feeling well despite all the colds going around and are having a 
good season of dancing. 
The winter weather has been very unpredictable but luckily the Owen Sound Club has not had to cancel any 
dances.  We had an amazing turnout to our western night in January, with everyone taking part in their favorite 
cowgirl and cowboy western gear. Neva always entertains us with fun themed dances and contests for the 
evening.  To finish the evening, cowboy food was enjoyed by all. 

 Our next specialty dance will be our Sweetheart Valentines dance on Thurs Feb 13th starting at 6:30pm. So 
come out in your favorite red and whites with your special guy or gal and enjoy a great night of dancing, 
friendship and plenty of laughter. 
 
For more information on our great club, check out our Facebook page 
at: www.facebook.com/owensoundsteppersclub 
Hope to see you all on the dance floor. 
Linda Wedow - Bugle Rep 
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Strathroy Swinging Duo's  
After a restful Christmas break, Swinging Duos were back in full swing, January 7, with five squares on the 
dance floor. We did find ourselves a little rusty with our first dance but we soon got rid of all our kinks and 
had an enjoyable dance. With the balmy January weather we had, it was most appropriate to wear our cool 
outfits to our tropical dance on January 14. We had enough dancers to make six squares on the dance floor. 
Presidents Ed and Mary Faber thanked Marie Harrison for assisting Stan McKeen with the Round Dance teach 
each week. As a token of appreciation Marie received a potted flower.  
 
Take your sweetheart out and come to our Valentine dance on February 11 with our guest caller Dave and 
Blanche Paulen. Stay for lunch, which will be served following the dance.   
As we write this article the stormy winter weather is approaching us. Keep warm, and hopefully we are all able 
to travel safely to the upcoming dances.  
 
Yellow Rock, 
Jake and Jean Hamstra 
 

          
 

 

As seen on Signs in Front of Churches 

• God didn’t create anything without purpose, but mosquitoes come close. 
• Don’t give up! Moses was once a basket case! 
• Adam & Eve – The first couple to not read the Apple Terms & Conditions 
• Come hear our Pastors, He’s not very good, but he’s quick! 
• Noah was a brave man to sail in a wooden boat with two termites 
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Thames Valley Dance Club - Woodstock 
Our new year started off with an ‘Open House’ for the first two weeks.....and as a result, we welcomed brand 
new dancers, Sue and Pete to our circle....umm, I mean......square! And last night, we danced on the ‘beach’!! 
With our sun hats, and beachwear, marshmallows for roasting on the open fire (candles), the 3 squares...plus 
those on the side lines, we had a fun time dancing to Ed’s calling.  

 We look forward to hosting you for the upcoming SWOSDA, in February. See you there!  
 
For TVDC, Agnes  

 
 

More SWOSDA Dances Coming Soon 
 

 


